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elcome to Ascend, Spartanburg Community College’s
Spring 2018, student publication. Ascend was created
with one goal in mind: to help our students. We are
proud to say that our magazine is 100% student produced, in
keeping with our mission to highlight the talents of our students
and give them the chance to build their skills further.

T

he magazine you hold in your hands was crafted with love
and pride, and with the mission to honor the astonishing
variety of talent in our student body. SCC is a diverse
community of students and faculty, who have an amazing variety
of skills and interests. Ascend’s vision is to honor the dedication
to excellence that is the hallmark of all true craftspeople.

W

e are SCC. We are artists, writers, and craftspeople. Our
tools, from paintbrushes and pens to CNC lathes and
welding torches, are as varied as we are. We hope you
enjoy seeing what we can do.
Ember Smith,

English Instructor | Humanities and Languages
Ascend Faculty Advisor
Bachelor of Arts in English, University of South Carolina Upstate
Master of Arts in English, Clemson University
Spartanburg Community College
(864) 592-4487 | smithe@sccsc.edu | www.sccsc.edu/ascend

This program is funded in part by
Chapman Cultural Center, its donors,
the County and City of Spartanburg and
the South Carolina Arts Commission
which receives support from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the John and
Susan Bennett Memorial Arts Fund of the
Coastal Community Foundation of SC.

Oblique 2D Design
Jonathan Croston
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GREATNESS

B

Shayla Stovall

finish high school. You are not going to be
successful without a high school diploma.
Your first goal is to graduate high school
and then it is up to you and your success
route whether to go to college or not.

elieving is something everybody can
do. We believe that we will get a better
grade on this test, or we believe that
we can make this jump. Believing is not the
hard part; believing when nobody else does
is. When everybody says stop you have to
keep on going if that’s what you want. You
have to take full control and not look back
because behind you are the people who are
going to hold you back. You can’t let others
hold you back because you are afraid of
what they might say. “Believe while others
are doubting.” Use that doubt that people
give you and turn it into motivation. Let
that motivation push you harder and harder
because that will be the best motivation you
are going to get. “Imagine with all your mind.
Believe with all your heart. Achieve with all
your might.” Imagine it happening; believe
it can happen. Use your strength to achieve
what you have imagined and believed.

D

reams can be what you have at
night when you go to sleep or they
can be what you want to happen in
the future. What are your dreams? “Go after
your dream, no matter how unobtainable
others think it is.” If you have a dream, do
not let others tell you that you cannot reach
that dream; that is up to you. You can dream
countless dreams but make sure the ones
you focus on will impact your future in a way
that you actually want them to. Do not make
a dream about getting a new cell phone a
real priority that will impact your future. A
new cell phone would be nice but instead
you could be saving up for bigger things like
what to do after high school. After you have
uccess. All of the definitions of success your priorities straight, then you can think
can fill up the dictionary. Success is about accessories. “The future belongs
whatever you want to do in your life to to those who believe in their dreams.”
be happy in the end. You do not want to be
reatness is in you. Do not ever forget
miserable and sad because you did not work
that. Do not wait for tomorrow
hard enough. You have to work towards
to come. Strike now. Believe in
your success and never give up on it. If you
yourself and what you can do. Do not be
give up on it, you never wanted success
afraid of what you can do or accomplish.
in the first place. “The only place success
Try to your fullest ability and strive to
comes before work is in the dictionary.”
make something of yourself. Do not sit in
You cannot want success but not want to
the background and wait for opportunities
work for it. Success is not handed to you;
to come knocking; you can go knock on
however, it is earned. Set goals that will
their doors. Live life and never look back
help you reach whatever you want to reach.
to those who hold you back. Only use
One tip of advice: finish school. That does
them as motivation to push you harder.
not mean college, but you need to at least

S
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SCC ASL Club Logo Design
Amanda Jones

ASL Instructor Sherry Williams Signing
Amanda Jones

Love
ASL 104 Class (Photo Credit: Amanda Jones)
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Butterfly

Susan Alexander

Fly butterfly fly
Rainbow wings soar in the sky
Like a bird in flight

Photo Credit: Amarpal Batra
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FROM PLANK TO PLANK

W

Amanda Jones

hen reading “I stepped from
Plank to Plank” by Emily
Dickinson, one is first struck
by the succinctness of these scant two
stanzas. It would be a mistake to discount
them for their brevity, though, for like Ms.
Dickinson, much is packed in this outwardly
unassuming package. She has written a
first-person metaphor for the journey of
life, and given the details one knows of her
life, one that reads as autobiographical.

the word, yet she lived her life in a “slow
and cautious way," and the movement in
the poem is horizontal; the ups and downs
are “felt” but not experienced. One cannot
help but wonder if “The Stars about my
Head” represent dreams unrecognized;
dreams felt, but unseen for fear of the
Sea, also felt, below. The speaker declares,
truthfully, that she does not know when she
will run out of "planks," and this gives her
a precarious gait. The choice of the word
“precarious” is incongruous given that she
is speaking of her gait, she is saying that
her walk is hazardous, and “Some” say this
gives her experience. By choosing to use the
word “precarious” to describe her gait, the
meaning of the poem changes. The speaker
asserts that the “slow and cautious way”
that she has walked from “Plank to Plank,”
ignoring the Stars; being ever-mindful of the
Sea has made her gait more precarious and
less cautious. This explains the emphasis on
“Some;” the speaker is not convinced that
she has gained Experience, and the tone
comes across as regretful and mildly bitter.

A

literal reading of “I stepped from
Plank to Plank” (l.1) suggests
a bridge or a dock, a structure
composed of planks that one must slowly
and cautiously work their way across in
the dark, testing the strength of the planks
before placing full weight on them. This
idea of suspension is further borne out by
the following lines, “The Stars about my
Head I felt/About my Feet the Sea” (4-5).
Dickinson uses capitalization to emphasize
words that are of import, and we observe
through her emphasis that the speaker is
too wary of the Sea below to do anything
but “feel” the Stars above her head for
fear of the Sea below. “I knew not but
the next/Would be my final inch-” (5-6)
explains the carefulness the speaker took
on her “slow and cautious way” and the
justification of the speaker’s “precarious
Gait” claiming “Some call Experience” (7-8).

T

he lesson of this poem then becomes
one of living life as we step "from
Plank to Plank," not worrying
so much about making our way slowly
and cautiously, but rather seizing the
opportunities to feel and see the Stars,
to feel and see the Sea. One must eschew
the horizontal living, and live the ups and
s with Shakespeare, one never
downs; for it is walking with temerity
stops with just the literal reading
through valleys, and climbing with fortitude
of Ms. Dickinson. She was a prolific
up mountains, which gives one Experience.
writer; entirely the poet in every sense of

A
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Fasteners made by Mechatronics Students

glue
Dawson Jolly
glue me back together
captivate my inner needs
can you?
should you?
my mind cannot be set on these
things
what will you do when I tell you I
need more-glue?
Will you cure my wounds so that i
can treat you-like you deserve?
my inner darkness cannot conquer
your glue
but
will you use it for just my goodness
or yours too?
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French Culinary Exhibit
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Spartanburg
Community
College Culinary Students
showcased their skills while
preparing a French Buffet
Culinary Exhibit.
Photo Credits: Amanda Jones
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THE BEAUTY
WITHIN

W

Tamara Brockman Autenzio

hen women look in the magazine,
they see a beautiful model on the
front cover. Also on television they
see their favorite actresses on the red carpet.
Even teenage girls see celebrities like Kylie
Jenner, one of the Kardashian sisters, and see
how beautiful she looks. Younger girls and older
women look at these people and wonder is there
is any way they can look like them. As a result,
many go and get plastic surgery. According to
the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, in
2016, 17.1 million cosmetic procedures were
done. Most of the procedures can be deadly. Both
older and younger women should not get plastic
surgery unless it is for a medical condition.

W

hen women get plastic surgery, they
are putting themselves at risk. Before
anyone gets plastic surgery, the doctor
often checks to see if the person is in good health.
But even though a person might be in good
health, they still might have some side effects
after getting surgery. The women that are in their
forties are at more risk than younger women in
their twenties because the older women have
more complications with their health, such
as heart problems and high blood pressure.

W

omen will go to the extreme and get
illegal plastic surgery. If some women
cannot afford a licensed plastic
surgeon, they will go to illegal plastic surgeons.
As a result, most of them do not make it. There
are many cases where women got illegal plastic
surgery and died. In the article, “Cosmetic
Surgery Becoming the Cash Cow of Medicine," a
New Jersey woman died by getting a liposuction
procedure by people who are not licensed

doctors (1). Kanye West’s mom died while getting
a tummy tuck and breast reduction surgery. She
was turned down by another plastic surgeon
because she did not have a medical clearance
certificate (which is a form that shows the health
conditions of a patient). Also there is a clinic in
Miami where unlicensed surgeons will perform
surgery on people and is responsible for many
deaths. In a newspaper article written by Daniel
Chang for The Miami Herald, a thirty-two-yearold woman died after getting a liposuction.

F

urthermore, most women who get plastic
surgery have the wrong mental motivation.
In the article “Becoming the other woman:
The Psychic Drama of Cosmetic Surgery,” Virginia
Blum states, “Cosmetic surgery seduces us with
the possibility of literally becoming the Other to
ourselves (8).” It can get to the extreme that women
would not look the same. One of the reasons is
because they would rather look like someone
else than to accept themselves for who they
are. According to the article, “Cosmetic Surgery
on Patients with Body Dysmorphic Disorder:
Cutting the Tie that Binds,” Kristen Nugent states,
“One study showed 18% of cosmetic surgery
patients were on anti-depressants, compared
to only 5% of a control group (1).” There are
some mental health reasons behind it as well.
BDD (Body Dysmorphic Disorder), a mental
disorder where individuals are preoccupied with
imagined or exaggerated physical flaws, raises
issues of concern to medical, legal, and mental
health professionals (Nugent 1). This disorder
starts in teens and it progresses to adulthood. If
untreated, it can cause depression and suicidal
thoughts. There are many causes of this disorder
as well. It can be mental, in which the brain can
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be abnormal. Genes are another factor. One of a
person’s family members might have the disorder
too. Even people who experienced negativity in
their life because of their appearance or how
others see them may suffer from this disorder
also. Most people with this disorder may be
too ashamed to admit that they have it. Kristen
Nugent states “Approximately one to two percent
of Americans are diagnosed with BDD... (1).”
These signs are important for the surgeons
to know before doing any plastic surgery
procedure so that surgery will not be performed
on patients with BDD. Most plastic surgeons do
not realize that the patient has the disorder until
they keep coming for procedures. Even though
some people do not have BDD, people do have
insecurities, and there are ways people can deal
with them. Most of it is caused by low self-esteem.

T

here are many ways that women can get
the look their want without getting plastic
surgery. Exercise is the most effective
thing they can do without going under the knife.
It is healthy, and women do not have to deal
with any problems that will destroy their bodies.
There are other ways that woman can prevent
aging as well. Woman can eat healthy and drink
more water. They can even use skin cream to

prevent wrinkles. Even though they can do these
things to prevent aging, women must accept that
they are going to age. There are different ways
that women (young and old) can boost their selfesteem. Women can boost their self-confidence
by telling themselves that they are beautiful
every day. Also they can hang around with
friends and family that are a positive influence.
Woman can even join a support group where
others are dealing with the same issues with
their self-esteem, so they can build each other.

T

he problem with today’s standards of
beauty is that it sends a message that
women have to look a certain way to be
beautiful. It is all right to be different and have a
flaw because not everyone has to look the same. It
is easier said than done; however, women should
not be destroying themselves over plastic surgery.
Plastic surgery should be only used for people
who really need it. For instance, there are some
women who might need breast implants because
they have cancer. Also someone who gets into a
car accident and destroys their arm is another
person who might need surgery. Some might say
that they are putting themselves at risk also, but
look at the odds from someone who needs the
surgery and those who do not. Insurance might
cover some of the
procedures for them
to have the surgery.
Also they do not have
to go to an illegal
plastic surgeon to
get the procedure
done. Young and
older women should
not
have
these
procedures done to
their bodies unless
they are needed.

Spooky Doll
Amarpal Batra
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Photo Credit: Amanda Jones

Who loved to torment a cat
One day the cat got smart,
Set a trap with such an art
He got the last laugh and
trapped the rat.
The dolphin
Blue yet beautiful
Jumps and swims
Magical
A mammal
Ocean

Ocean

Wonderful place

Susan Alexander

Full of life
Beautiful swim here

Wonderful place

Sea.

Full of life
Like dolphins, whales, and seals

When I walking thought the woods

Sea.

I saw a huge bear.
And there he stood,

There was a fat rat

I had no big fear

Who was afraid of a cat.
He ran mighty fast,

The bell

Just as he did in the past

Silver and gold

To a home in a hat.

Rings and cheers
Clearly

There was a crazy fat black rat

A sound.
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Nest
3D Design
(Art 122) Students
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THE PAINTER

I

Shamonte Littlejohn

f I were a painter, I would paint the
world how I see and how I wish it was,
and as a result, I would paint pictures
of red roses slowly dying, which stand for
loved ones who have been lost from death,
and I would paint pictures of children
reaching for their parents as they are being
pulled away by government officials who are
carrying them to orphanages, and I would
paint pictures of gravesites that are full
with dead servicemen and servicewomen,
and I would paint pictures of wind coming
from all of the graves and pushing against
the American Flag ,which is moved by the
breath of all the dead men and women,
and I would paint pictures of a people
making a river of tears and drowning in the
river without anyone batting an eye, and I
would also paint pictures of government
officials taking money and smiling about
their corrupt deeds, which they do for
money and power, and I would also paint
pictures of the world on fire from nuclear
warfare, which is the herald of world
destruction, and I would paint pictures
of the world being in all black and white.

their own dead by themselves or with
the help of a funeral home , and I would
paint pictures of angels looking over
the world and crying because of all the
sadness and despair that the world holds.

I

would draw pictures of people shooting
each other in cold blood, and I would
paint pictures of the United States of
America being split down the middle, one
side white while the other side is black,
and I would paint pictures of buildings that
reach to heaven falling down, and I would
paint pictures of families being pushed out
of their homes by the IRS just because they
could not pay their taxes, and I would paint a
picture of homeless people getting rained on
and dying on the ground, and I would paint
pictures of death embracing all species and
ages of victims into his grasp, and I would
paint pictures of people killing themselves.

I

would paint pictures of the devil sitting
on his throne and smiling at all the ills
of the world, and I would paint pictures
of people beating defenseless animals, and
I would paint pictures of people killing
people as a means of sacrifice to God, and I
would paint pictures of policemen
would paint pictures of tormented souls that
surrounded by angry colored people,
died roaming the Earth in search of peace.
and I would paint pictures of kids
and adults being chained to a chair by
would paint pictures of people smiling
kidnappers, and I would paint pictures
and laughing, and I would paint
of people rioting and looting stores, and
pictures of people celebrating and
I would paint pictures of the failed court dancing, and I would paint pictures of
systems which thrive on money and where people kissing and holding hands, and I
justice is blind and damn useless, and I would paint pictures of people feeding
would paint pictures of killers and rapists the homeless, and I would paint pictures
smiling and waving to the crowd as they of people’s diseases healing, and I would
walk free from prison, and I would paint paint pictures of rapists and killers locked
pictures of family members burying away. I would paint pictures of government

I

I
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officials not accepting bribes, and I would
paint pictures of children being taken out
of orphanages, and I would paint pictures
of people putting down the guns from
their heads and talking to other people,
and I would paint pictures of children
playing with their pets. I would paint
pictures of angels walking side by side
with humanity, and I would paint pictures
of death being destroyed and the keys of
death being destroyed, and I would paint
pictures of the United States colored, both
black and white, without borders, and I
would paint pictures of a world where
homeless people don’t exist, and I would
paint pictures of kids playing carefree in
the streets, and I would paint pictures of a
world where there are no nuclear weapons
and where cops and the community are
holding hands, and I would paint pictures

of a world where the land flows with milk
and honey, and I would paint pictures
of the world being in bright and happy
colors, and I would paint pictures of red
roses coming back alive, and I would paint
pictures of a world where hate groups
are destroyed. I would paint pictures of a
world where evergreen grass never dies,
and I would paint pictures of a world
where a lion plays with a baby sheep.
I would paint pictures of the throne of
the devil destroyed, and I would paint
pictures of a world where the sun never
stops shinning, and I would paint pictures
of lakes and ponds overrunning with fish.

F

inally, I would paint pictures of
people with birth defects or flaws
growing wings, and I think to
myself, what a strange world that I live in.

Dragonfly
Amanda Jones
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OF PLANTS AND
PROFESSORS

W

Davis Phillips, Staff Writer

alk across a bridge behind the Jack
A. Powers building and you will find
a group of greenhouses filled with
many kinds of plants. These greenhouses and
their contents are the product of Spartanburg
Community College’s Horticulture program.
Having been around for 47 years, the
Horticulture program teaches students about
the production of plants, landscaping, nursery
operations, and greenhouse management,
to name but a few things, and provides a
hands-on experience of each. It also offers
internships across the United States in places
like Walt Disney World, Biltmore House and
Gardens, and Greenville Drive Stadium.

T

he program’s department chair is
Mr. Jason Bagwell, who has had that
position for 10 of the 17 years he’s been
at SCC. Having grown up on a farm and opened
up a wholesale greenhouse with his father
while he was in high school, Mr. Bagwell
states that his enjoyment of growing plants
is his favorite thing about horticulture. He
learned about the SCC Horticulture program
during a Clemson University internship with
Milliken Research, during which he worked
with a member of the program’s advisory
board. In grad school, he contacted Jimmy
Painter, the program’s department chair
at that time, and offered his help. “And the
rest is history,” he says; after teaching parttime for two years, he started working fulltime and later became the department chair.

management are put in groups of four to
maintain different areas of the arboretum,
including water feature management,
mowing, fertilizing, irrigation, repair, and
chemical applications. “Anything that needs
to be taken care of in those areas, those groups
are responsible for it,” says Mr. Bagwell.

T

he horticulture program has overseen
many projects over the years, including
the Asian garden next to the library, the
Copa Cabena garden in front of the library,
the Medicinal garden in front of the of the
A-wing of the Powers building, and Interstate
planting at
New
Cut
Road
and
I-85.
Most
of
the
young trees
t h rou gh ou t
the campus
arboretum
are
also
planted
by
the program.
One project
it is currently
working on is
a 2000-square

A

ccording to Mr. Bagwell, horticulture
students are taught how to plant, grow,
and transplant vegetables and flowers
in the greenhouses. Students of landscape
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foot synthetic putting green outside of the
Gaines building. As construction continues,
students will put in features like retaining
walls and retention ponds to capture and
filter run-off water. By the time it is finished,
Mr. Bagwell says, Spartanburg Community
College will be one of the few colleges
to have an on-campus putting green.

on having a good work ethic and good
attitudes, and you’ll be very successful.”
The Horticulture program also hosts a biannual plant sale (information about it
can be found on the arboretum's page on
SCC's official website). A portion of the
proceeds are used to help the Horticulture
Club support scholarships and handson activities, thus continuing its legacy
of excellence in the field of horticulture.

T

he program also teaches job training;
in fact, the school has had job
requests from companies all over
South Carolina in cities like Greenville,
Myrtle Beach and Charleston, and Mr.
Bagwell says he cannot meet the demand.
Requests also come from other parts of the
southeast United States, including North
Carolina and Georgia. Companies that deal
with landscape maintenance, design and
installation are the most frequent requesters
for jobs. “We are one of the largest industries
in the state of South Carolina as far as
contributing to our state economy when
you include us into…agriculture,” he says.

M

r. Bagwell states that the biggest
goal he hopes the program can
achieve is to “continue achieving
the very high job demand while providing
opportunities for students to be able to afford
to come.” When asked what advice he would
give to students who want to get involved
in horticulture, he says, “Concentrate
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Cardboard Taxidermy
Red Panda: Jonathan Ringel
Peacock Helmet: Amanda Jones
Restrained Demon: Caroline Crider
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3D Design (Art- 122)
Snail: Jacob Hawkins
Dog: Nikki Smith
Turtle: Andrew Tate
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ENLIGHTENMENT OF
MALCOLM X

M

Caylen J Tierney

alcom X once spoke on how
while he was imprisoned, he
experienced an escape in reading.
His experience with reading was a prime
example how the gathering of knowledge is
a semi escape or gateway of enlightenment
in which you step away from one reality and
into a different world. Malcom is quoted in
"A Homemade Education" "And my reading
of books, months passed without my even
thinking about being imprisoned. In fact, up
to then, I never had been so truly free in my
life" (426). It is through this enlightenment of
knowledge that one frees themselves from
their chains and can truly be free; free from
ideals that they were misled to believe as well
as from the biased knowledge taught in school.

felt that as a child his education was being
tarnished to erase the atrocities that had
been committed; that it was almost a "sin"
to be an African-American because it made
one less of a human. But in his treasure
trove of books he found empowerment. A
self-release that allowed him to follow in
the footsteps of those that enlightened him
each night with a great knowledge, and
understanding of days past, and days to
come. He shared that he would only sleep
for three or four hours each night, and each
time a guard would pass his cell he would
jump back into bed and feign sleep (427).

M

alcolm X shows us that no matter
where, or what, life has in store
for us that we will always have an
eading books can be like painting a escape. From him being imprisoned, to him
mental picture, where the words take fighting against the injustices brought upon
us on a journey spun by the author. the African-American people. In gaining
Books can also be like a pirate chest in which knowledge he opened many gateways for
the words, the ideas, and information are escape, as well as the ability to stand his
more valuable than any precious metal or gem ground in trying times. Knowledge was his
in the world. It is through this enlightenment light in dark times, and it helped him to free
of knowledge that one frees themselves his mind. Once one can better understand
from their chains and can truly be free; free the message he has to share in “A Homemade
from ideals that they were misled to believe. Education” you will find yourself enthralled
by his writing. There are many lessons to be
alcom X once stated that it was
taught; much like the roads he traveled within
through reading that his eyes were
his mind, readers like you and I now travel
truly opened to the world, that his
the roads he has paved. Whether or not we
rose tinted glasses were no long clouding his
learn from the words he has shared with us,
views of the world around him as if he had
or choose to merely ignore such knowledge,
awoken from a dream (434). That one should
is entirely up to us as his readers. Will we
never just open one's mind to information
seek to find freedom, or be imprisoned?
that is being spoon fed without attempting
to verify the information for oneself. He

R

M
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Slumber
Amanda Jones
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I am
Susan Alexander

I understand the world through pictures,

I am an artist and a painter,

I say if you try you can do it.

I wonder what I can do.

I dream to be better at it every time.

I hear my drawing call me,

I hope my dreams will come true.

I see my drawing come to life.

I am an artist and a painter

Planar Analysis
Eliot Russell, created in Art 101

I want to be good at what I do.
I am an artist and a painter.
I pretend to be an artist,
I feel sad or happy with color I use.
I touch the world with my art.
I worry it doesn’t look good,
I cry to be better.
I am an artist and a painter.

Left: Dancer in Black and
White
Julia Justice

27

Ascend

A LIFESTYLE OF POETRY

H

Davis Phillips, Staff Writer

ave you ever met someone who
spent his childhood wanting to
become a baseball player or an
architect, and his adulthood becoming
an editor for a poetry e-book? Well, that’s
exactly what happened to Mr. David
Williams, who for many students at SCC is
a professor of psychology, yet his history
has shown that he is much more than that.

M

r. Williams's career as a poet
began at Clemson, where he
was disgusted to see that the
school magazine’s poetry dealt almost
exclusively with teenage angst. During
this time he made a bet with a friend.
“If I wrote two poems,” he says, “one
that was just alliteration but sounded
kind of dark and depressing and dreary,
and another that was much deeper and
an allegory to something meaningful,
that they would probably publish the
depressing one, and not the one that
was deeper.” So he wrote two poems;
the depressing one was appropriately
called “Depression,” and the meaningful
one called “Frog,” and guess what?
The magazine published “Depression.”

A

fter this, he did not do a lot of
writing until his last few years
at the university. He decided to
receive training in poetry with a course
called Corsara from California Institute of
the Arts. Here he met Professor Douglas
Kearney, whom Mr. Williams describes as
“a brilliant man, maybe the best lecturer
I ever heard,” and trained under him.

The course, which lasted seven weeks,
taught Mr. Williams a lot about poetry,
including teaching him how to look at
the poetry of other people and reading
poetry in genres other than what he
was used to. The course also taught him
about terms like iambic pentameter.

M

r. Williams was impressed by
the poetry of his colleagues and
describes it as being “better
than some of the stuff I’ve seen at Barnes
and Noble [bookstores]. He asked some
of his friends if they would like to “put
something together.” This collaboration
led to the publication of an e-book called
“Partners in Rhyme: An Anthology of
Contemporary Poetry,” which includes the
poetry of thirteen people from around the
world, including Mr. Williams himself. The
e-book, which was published on September
7, 2016, also included donated art, some of
which came from a friend of Mr. Williams
who was previously diagnosed with
cancer. His friend and others contributed
pictures of herons, and this gave the
e-book both its theme and its front cover.

A

fter spending seven years managing
group homes at the Charles Lea
Center, Mr. Williams saw an ad in
the paper for Department Head of Social
Sciences at Spartanburg Community
College. He was called for an interview a
month after submitting his application; a
while after that he was called for a teaching
demo, and was soon offered the job, and
has been working at the school ever since.
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M

r. Williams says that dreams
and random thoughts are what
inspire him to write poetry; he
would wake up from a dream and write
something down. His favorite poet is Edgar
Allen Poe, although he likes good poems
more than specific poets. He has also
stated that one of his favorite poems that
he has written is “Just an Old-Fashioned
Love Poem,” about a “vampire wannabe”,
who seeks to “taste red tears streaming/
From pale flesh beneath” a fair maiden,
unaware that she is having an affair with
a carpenter who just so happens to be
present and in possession of a wooden
stake. The other is called “Stairs to Heaven,”
which is about a war veteran “recalling

the gunner who lived here.” The poem
was written in honor of a real-life gunner
for a B17 in WWII who had previously
passed away, named Charles Jordan.

W

hen asked what advice he
would give to his high school
self, Mr. Williams said it would
be to buy Microsoft when it first comes
out, and to not take life so seriously.
Advice he would give to aspiring poets
is to keep a journal or notebook of
ideas or sketches of ideas, and to take a
course in poetry and see how far it goes.

M

r. Williams’ e-book, “Partners
in Rhyme,” is available for
download
from
Amazon.

Squirrels
Amarpal Batra
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The Fallen Brother
Jonathan Scott
On February 27, 2007, one year ago
A day that changed the Spartanburg County and Duncan Police
Departments
Forever when an officer
Was killed in the line of fire
While making a quick go
At attempting
A confrontation
When he was slowed down by a .38 caliber
And held by a brother not knowing what might transpire

Isometric 2D Design

Jonathan Croston, created in Art-121
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SHAKESPEARE:
PROPAGANDIZING
PLAYWRIGHT
Amanda Jones

hakespeare once legendarily wrote,
“All the world’s a stage, and all the men
and women merely players.” It is an
oft-quoted bit of sagacity, proclaimed from
pulpits and podiums, in boardrooms and
locker rooms, yet it begs the question; who
is writing the script? Long before William
Randolph Hearst discovered the power
of manipulating public opinion through
the press, long before the discovery that
people would believe any absurdity about
a hated political rival, creating a dearth
of critical thinking and a glut of "fake
news", there was a political propagandizing
playwright, and a commoner controller
from the Court: William Shakespeare.

possible displays of heresy and sedition.
More concerned were the City authorities,
the Corporation and its magistrates … Most
concerned of all was the Church, as is seen
in the many documents pressuring the
government to close or curtail the theaters”
(Goldstein 153) However, instead of closing
the theaters, Queen Elizabeth I chose instead
to censor the stage through a position called
the "Master of Revels." All plays had to be
performed in front of the Master of Revels
who would issue a license for the play, had
the authority to demand that changes be
made to the play, could deny troupes the
ability to perform, or bring charges against
playwrights and incarcerate them. With
such an environment, Shakespeare had to
tread lightly. The surest way for William
Shakespeare to dodge complications would
be to flatter and cement the Tudor legacy.

D

uring the "English Renaissance,"
the concept of “free press” did not
exist. Elizabethan England had
grown by leaps and strides, advancing in
many areas, with an explosion of new ideas
and inventions, but like a newborn colt still
wobbly on its feet, it did not dare run before
it could walk. Queen Elizabeth I maintained
a reign of uneasy calm; besieged by those
around her because of her lineage and her
gender, she made cunning use of the stage.
Where else could she reach the illiterate
masses so quickly, so assuredly, and at their
cost? This was an unholy alliance, some
felt. “The London Stage was the glory of
the Elizabethan era, but its power was as
feared as it was admired. The Queen and
the Privy Council were concerned with

E

ver
the
shrewd
businessman,
Shakespeare saw a mutually beneficial
partnership: as the only Tudor
monarch to not declare herself legitimate
through Parliament, Queen Elizabeth I
needed legitimizing in the eyes of the
public and distancing from the accusations
of bastardy that continued to plague her,
and Shakespeare needed protection in
Court. The pen is mightier than the sword;
in this case, Shakespeare’s pen and Queen
Elizabeth’s Damoclean Sword: bastardy. In
“Richard III” Shakespeare boldly explores
the topic. Richard III accuses his nephews
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of being bastards to steal the throne in
a scenario not unfamiliar to nineteenthcentury England: “Touch'd you the bastardy
of Edward's children?” (Shakespeare 3.7.4).
By the end of the play, Richard III accuses
Richmond's entire army of bastardy "If we
be conquered, let men conquer us, And
not these bastard Bretons" (Shakespeare
5.3.331-332) which was as close as he dared
allude to Henry Tudor's entanglement
with illegitimacy, and by extension, Queen
Elizabeth I's. “Shakespeare's dramaturgy
finally exonerates rather than undercuts
the Tudor monarchy. In the play the growth
of bastardy into a metaphor for a certain
illegitimacy of human nature transforms
the dramatic debate into one of everyman's
existential legitimacy or illegitimacy”
(Hunt). Shakespeare successfully demonized
Richard III, creating a moral bastard, that
although he was legitimately born, became a
symbol for every vice that infected England.
In contrast, Henry, Earl of Richmond, whose
lineage was suspect, but whose character
was pure and noble, became a Messianic
symbol of everything that England needed.
What fool would quibble over a legally
born madman, versus a pious savior, who
happened to be slightly tainted with a whiff of
bastardy? For such a prolific playwright, very
little of Shakespeare’s work was censored.

W

illiam Shakespeare tapped into
a fundamental truth, or perhaps
untruth. Propaganda doesn’t have
to be true, only entertaining. The Richard III
he portrays bears very little resemblance to
the Richard of Gloucester historians know
today. “The historical Richard of Gloucester
was not a noticeable hunchback, he did
not have a withered arm, he was not in all
probability born with a full set of teeth, and
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he was almost certainly not carried for two
years in his mother’s womb. At least, there
is no contemporary evidence to support
these allegations” (Garber 132). It is true that
Richard of Gloucester was conniving and
ambitious; however, “Despite his usurpation
of the throne, Richard was not the total
villain that tradition has made him. His evil
reputation, perpetuated by Shakespeare's
Richard III, was shaped at least in part
by the efforts of Tudor propagandists to
justify Henry VII's own usurpation”
(Columbia Encyclopedia). It is a testament to
Shakespeare’s skill as a writer that his version
of the man has endured in the face of truth for
so long; indeed, societies defending Richard
III exist all over the globe due in large part to
the perceived unfair villainizing of Richard
of Gloucester by William Shakespeare.
"No one was as many men as this man,”
Jorge Luis Borges wrote of Shakespeare; he
has been studied for centuries, yet the more
we research him, the more we peel back
the layers of the myths to reveal the inner
workings, the less we seem to know: "readers
rarely feel closer to understanding how the
playwright’s achievements came about. If
anything, Shakespeare often seems a drabber,
duller person, and the inward springs of his
art seem more obscure than ever”(Greenblatt
13). All that we know about Shakespeare is
pieced together from historical documents
and extracted from plays.What we do know is
that genius resided in William Shakespeare;
acuity sparked from his pen and he wrote
works that resonate four hundred years later
because he understood that humans need to
take the good with the bad; for every Richard
III, we need a Henry Tudor. How fortunate
for Queen Elizabeth I, and the world, that
William Shakespeare supplied that need.

Acknowledgements:
Thank you to Amanda Jones, Ascend Creative Director and Managing Editior,
without whom this magazine would not have been possible, and for the
“We Are SCC” creative concept.
Thank you to Amarpal Batra, Ascend Visual Arts Coordinator, for suggesting the name
Ascend, because our students are ascending to new heights.
Thank you to Davis Phillips, Ascend Staff Writer and Photographer, for his hard work.
Thank you to Jenny Williams for founding our magazine and for her vision to represent
all areas of our campus.
Thank you to John Hoyle for supporting our mission and helping recruit staff.
Thank you to Allison Suber, Ember Smith, and Ellen Autenzio for their support and for
help gathering submissions.
Thank you to John Hill for providing artistic consultation to Ascend staff.
Thank you to Cheri Anderson-Hucks and Jane Bird for advice, support, and
marketing materials.
Thank you to Gwen Murtha, Rebecca Parrish, and Bea Walters Smith for
grant-writing assistance.
Thank you to Henry Giles for supporting us.
Thank you to the Chapman Cultural Center for financial support.
Thank you to all of the faculty who supported us and participated in the creation
of this magazine.

Most of all, thank you to the students of Spartanburg Community College,
whose talent and perseverance are the inspiration for Ascend.

Charcoal Still Life
Amanda Jones

India Ink Bear
Jonathan Ringel

Wood Pile
Bonnie Kate Austin

Bloom in the Landfill
Amanda Jones

Students featured on our cover:

Davis Phillips

Shannon Harris

Bob Gendreau

Davis is graduating in
May with his Associate's
degree
in
Digital
Design and is pursuing
a job in the field of
marketing or a similar
media-related
career.

Shannon, a Nursing major,
is a non-traditional student
and single mom, who is also
the Secretary of SCC's Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society
here on campus. Shannon
chose Spartanburg Community
College because "SCC was a
good fit for me because of the
diversity on campus. Every
instructor and administrator
I have come in contact
with has made a profound
impact on my growth as an
individual and my education."

Bob, a self-described
"as non-traditional as
they come" student,
has graduated with
an Associate's degree
in Management. Bob
chose
Spartanburg
Community
College
because "Not being
from here, [at first it was
that] SCC was local, but
once I got there and met
people, it just felt right.
Everyone I met was SO
supportive, and for me,
that was such a big thing."

Davis chose Spartanburg
Community
College
because "I felt that
I needed help in my
search for a career, and
SCC helped me with the
digital design program."
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