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Dear friends,

P r e s i d e n t ’s

SCC Welcomes High School Students
to the Tyger River Campus
Dozens of high school
students visited the Tyger
River Campus on Feb. 7 to
learn more about attending
college and how academic
success can impact their
futures.
Students from Byrnes High
School, Dorman High
School and the Spartanburg
Area Chamber of Commerce’s Junior Leadership
program heard from repSpartanburg area high school students visit a table featuring a robot
resentatives from Upstate
during a visit Feb. 7 to the Tyger River Campus.
manufacturers, visited
with SCC students and faculty and watched a student-programmed robot in action.
Organized by Dr. Anya Sebastien, SCC’s director of the Tyger River Campus, the
event introduced the students to many of the opportunities at the college and at employers such as Toray Carbon Fibers America, Inc., BMW and Michelin. “Our goal
is to help students understand the many opportunities that are available for them
in Spartanburg, that they can attend college locally and go on to find good jobs that
offer competitive wages and benefits,” Dr. Sebastien said.

www.sccsc.edu

SCC: Changing Lives & Building Futures Since 1963
From ‘American Idol’
to the Ultimate Driving Machine
After graduating from high school
in Laurens County, Maria Puckett
wasn’t really sure what her career
path would hold, but the combination of a new job and enrolling at
Spartanburg Community College
would eventually have her singing a
different tune.

Campus Highlights
SCC Central Campus
The Chronicle of Higher Education included Spartanburg Community College on its list of “Top Producing” schools in the Feb.
21 online edition. The list recognized institutions with the highest
number of students and scholars who received Fulbright grants in
2016-2017. SCC was one of 21 associate-degree colleges with one
Fulbright award recipient.

SCC Cherokee County Campus

A singer-songwriter and one-time
kickboxing instructor, Puckett
appeared on ‘American Idol’ in 2010,
featuring judges Steven Tyler, Jennifer Lopez and Randy Jackson. She
traveled to Hollywood, California
and reached the top 175 before being
sent home.

About 70 people participated in a seminar by Dirt Track Hall of
Fame Member and world-renowned race car chassis builder Barry
Wright on Jan. 21. Team owners, drivers and team members from
across the United States attended the program, held at Center for
Advanced Manufacturing and Industrial Technology on the SCC
Cherokee County campus. Barry Wright Race Cars is a highly
automated race car chassis builder in Cowpens.
Maria Puckett

After stints at other schools and the
aforementioned kickboxing classes, Puckett landed a job working at BMW
Manufacturing Co. for MAU Workforce Solutions. The new job coincided with
her enrollment at Spartanburg Community College, and the pairing led her to
the BMW Scholars program in December 2015.
“It’s crazy how all this happened all at once,” Puckett said. “It was just set right
in front of me.”
Puckett had never considered a technical occupation, but after working with
the instructors at SCC and her co-workers at BMW, she knew she had discovered her calling.
“It’s great that SCC offers training that goes hand-in-hand with what you’re
doing in the work environment,” she said, adding that the robots used in classroom work are the exact types used at BMW.
Puckett works 20 to 35 hours per week at BMW while balancing her studies
as a full-time student. She plans to graduate in May with an associates degree
in electronic engineering technology, after which she will be offered full-time
employment with BMW. She also plans to continue her studies, working toward
a bachelor’s degree in electronic engineering management at the University of
South Carolina Upstate.
Still, she hasn’t given up music either. Puckett, who also serves as SCC student
ambassador, will be the opening act for country music star Courtney Cole, who
will perform on campus on March 24 as part of CMT Empowering Education
initiative.
“I’m really, really excited about that,” Puckett said.

SCC Downtown Campus
Spring 2017 is the first semester for business technologies programs
and SCC’s early childhood program to be downtown. The early care
and education program and all of the business programs except
culinary arts are now offered only at the Evans Academic Center.
The moves have increased enrollment at the downtown campus to
nearly 700 students.

SCC Tyger River Campus
The recently completed renovation of the Tyger River Campus Testing Center increases the number of testing stations and improves
the integrity of the testing environment through improved monitoring and surveillance cameras. The renovation also improves the
information commons area through the creation of more defined
areas, such as student support services, a quiet library area with
circulation desk, 12 computer workstations, a dedicated tutoring
room, study rooms, a new bookstore and an informal gathering
space for students.

SCC Union County Campus
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System held a career fair on the
Union County Campus on Feb. 8. Representatives from the healthcare system spoke with students about the need for certified nursing
assistants, licensed practical nurses and registered nurses at Union
Medical Center and Ellen Sagar Nursing Center.

Leaders In Our Community:
Councilman David Britt’s relationship
with SCC critical for economic development
Since 1991, David Britt has
represented the residents of
District 3 on Spartanburg
County Council, while his
extensive efforts to recruit
and develop new businesses
have benefited the entire
county and South Carolina
as a whole.
As chairman of County
Council’s Economic Development Committee and a
member of the Economic
Futures Group, Britt works
with numerous community
partners to shape the area’s
new economy, attracting
companies such as Toray Industries, Kobelco Construction Machinery and Rite Aid.

David Britt

Since Britt took office, more than 41,000 jobs have been created in Spartanburg County, representing more than $14 billion in investment.
Britt is a longtime supporter of the Center for Business and Entrepreneurial Development, also known as CBED, at SCC’s Tyger River Campus in
Duncan. The center has been an incredible tool for developing, launching
and expanding businesses, accounting for 20,000 jobs and nearly $70
million in annual state tax revenue. He also frequently commends SCC as
a partner in economic development efforts, saying the college is critical in
preparing a trained workforce.
Britt has described SCC as the county’s “ace in the hole” when it comes to
economic recruitment, saying that every dollar invested in the college’s
campuses is multiplied through corporate investment and job creation.
Britt’s commitment to education spans numerous decades. From 1987 to
1991, he served on the Spartanburg School District 7 Board of Trustees. In
addition to serving on the boards of numerous community organizations,
Britt was named a South Carolina Economic Development Ambassador by
Governor Jim Hodges in 2000.
Since 1988, Britt has worked as vice president of sales at Tindall Corporation. A 1977 graduate of Wofford College, Britt is married to the former
Susan McCall. The couple has two children and two grandchildren.

