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Dear friends,

In April, Spartanburg Community College celebrated an important milestone, 

both as an institution and as an economic catalyst for the state of South Carolina.

 
After 12 years of operation, the Center for Business and Entrepreneurial 

Development (CBED) has now transformed into the Spark Center SC, a change that 

SCC believes will help the public more readily recognize the business incubator on 

the Tyger River Campus.

 
This rebrand is a critical step in the continued development of the internationally 

recognized business resource hub. Since its inception, the Spark Center has been an 

invaluable partner in Spartanburg County’s economic success, working with more 

than 70 companies that represent 12 countries from around the globe. Those efforts 

translated into the creation of nearly 30,000 jobs, which have generated more than 

$1 billion in earnings during the past 11 years.

 
You do not have to look any further than the Spark Center SC’s latest 

announcement to find an incredible example of the center’s power to facilitate 

and connect. Global Transplant Solutions could position South Carolina as the 

epicenter in the advancement of transplant technologies, products and policies. 

On April 12, as SCC celebrated the transition to the Spark Center, the S.C. 

Research Authority presented a check for $200,000 to Global Transplant Solutions, 

recognizing both the economic and societal impact the company is making.

 
In accepting the money, John Bruens, chief executive officer of Global Transplant 

Solutions, credited the Spark Center with, among other support, connecting him 

to Senator International, an international shipping logistics company. Senator 

International helped immediately resolve issues with shipping the very specialized 

solutions used to maintain organs during transport from a manufacturer in Italy to 

North America.

 
As Bruens said, “We were in a place that changed the dynamics of our company 

instantly overnight. When can that possibly happen when you’re starting a 

business that has global reach? Nearly never, it’s impossible. This place did it - the 

Spark Center did it. This place is all about helping connect.”

 
That is a powerful testimony from a company that has the potential to be a 

paradigm shift in the organ transport industry – and a tremendous example of the 

realized potential of the Spark Center SC to ignite the economy.

Sincerely,

Henry C. Giles, Jr.

President, Spartanburg Community College
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“I’m thankful we’re leaving a legacy 
at this school. We were the first.”

SCC: Changing

This May, SCC graduates included a special group of academic trailblazers –23 students who 
paved the way for all who follow in their paths.
 
The first graduating class of the Spartanburg County Early College High School (SCECHS) 
completed the program this spring, the culmination of years of hard work and collaboration. 
Launched as a partnership between SCC and all seven Spartanburg County school districts in 
the fall of 2014, SCECHS provides an opportunity for students to earn both high school and 
college credits. Upon graduation, students have earned their high school diplomas, associate 
degrees, have the equivalent of two years of college under their belts.
 
Students are selected for the program as they complete the eighth grade, and once enrolled, 
take college classes from grade 9 through 12. To be accepted into the program, students must 
also meet one or more of the following criteria: first in immediate family to attend college, 
historically underserved in postsecondary education, free or reduced lunch status, or other 
special circumstances.
 
Dr. Claretta M. Kerns, dean of the program, said participating students leave the program 
understanding what kind of rigor is expected in college, as well as learning soft skills and the 
importance of community service. All of the graduating students, she said, accepted offers to 
continue their educations at four-year colleges and universities.
 
Thanks to the program, Breana Dogan graduated from SCC with her Associate in Arts degree 
before walking across the stage to accept her diploma from Spartanburg High School. The 
18-year-old said she didn’t know what to expect when starting the SCECHS program four 
years ago, saying the experience was a challenge at first.
 
“After awhile you get used to it,” Dogan said. “Everybody starts to become sort of like family.”
 
Dogan will continue her education at Wofford College, where she plans to major in biology 
with a concentration in neuroscience. She wants to be a neurologist, a decision informed by 
a younger sibling with epilepsy and a course taken at the Edward Via College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.
 
As for those following in their footsteps in the SCECHS program, Dogan advised, “Anything 
worth fighting for is not going to be easy.”
 
“I’m thankful we’re leaving a legacy at this school. We were the first.”

Spartanburg County Early College 
High School’s celebrate historic first

Breana Dogan



Lives & Building
Campus Highlights

SCC Central Campus

In April, SCC held a job fair to recruit qualified part-time employees 
and provide an opportunity for job seekers to meet with SCC’s hiring 
managers at SCC’s Central Campus in Spartanburg. Open positions 
included positions such as adjunct faculty, student support specialists, 
advisors, interpreters, tutors, and custodians.

SCC Cherokee County Campus

Staff and faculty from SCC and the Cherokee Technology 
Center have been working to develop “Career Pathways” for 
students who will be attending the Cherokee County School 
System’s new Institute of Innovation starting in August 2018. 
Faculty at both institutions have collaborated to make it possible 
for successful students to start college at SCC in their senior 
years, bringing with them enough dual enrollment or advanced 
placement credit to graduate with associate degrees in several 
STEM areas as they graduate from high school, or within the 
subsequent semester or two.

SCC Downtown Campus

SCC was thrilled to be part of the festivities during Spring Fling, 
including hosting a Mad Scientist Tent within the STEAM section. 
Faculty members led activities that included tornado tubes, 
insta-snow and building paper circuits. The event provided a great 
opportunitiy to promote summer STEM camps and to participate 
in a community event. SCC also sponorsed a tent supporting 
Partners for Active Living and the Spartanburg Regional 
Healthcare System Criterium, which was held just down the 
street from the Downtown Campus.

SCC Tyger River Campus

The Tyger River Campus hosted two public input sessions on a 
draft planning ordinance by the Spartanburg County Planning 
Department. About 650 residents and property owners attended 
the meetings, which were held April 17 and April 19. Residents 
had the opportunity to view a draft of the proposed ordinance 
and learn more about the Area Perfomance Planning process. The 
objective of the proposed ordinance is to improve the planning 
proccess in the southwestern portion of Spartanburg County.

SCC Union County Campus

Twenty students participated in the West Point Stem Camp on 
April 28 at the Union County Campus. Adult Education also has 
had a busy few months on campus, with students touring several 
local industries and the SCC Central Campus. Adult Education 
students also held resume writing and job interviewing workshops. 
Graduation for Adult Education students was held on May 22.



For a decade on Spartanburg County Council, Michael Brown has continued a pattern 
of excellence in leadership that he has displayed throughout his life.

On May 3, Brown served as SCC’s commencement speaker, imparting wisdom gleaned 
through his years as a successful attorney and community leader to more than 400 
graduates.

First elected in 2008, Brown represents County Council District 1 and is the managing 
partner at Rainey & Brown LLC, but his work within the community extends far 
beyond elected office or the courtroom.

“Councilman Brown’s many accomplishments as an elected official on Spartanburg 
County Council, an accomplished attorney involved in many local, state and national 
bar associations, and a community volunteer - all weave a story of a local Dorman 
High School graduate who has thrived and given back to his hometown,” SCC 
President Henry Giles said.

A Liberty Fellow and graduate of both Leadership South Carolina and Leadership 
Spartaburg, Brown has volunteered his time and services with numerous community 
groups, including the Upstate Fatherhood Coalition, Habitat for Humanity, the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of the Upstate and the Spartanburg Board of Zoning and Appeals.

In 2015, Brown was named president of the Spartanburg Branch of the NAACP.

Before beginning his legal career, Brown earned a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from Alabama A&M University, a Master of Public Administration from Ohio State 
University and a juris doctorate from the University of South Carolina School of Law. 
He also worked as a law clerk for the Honorable Donald W. Beatty, associate justice of 
the South Carolina Supreme Court.

Futures Since 1963
Leaders In Our Community:
Michael Brown: A leader who has 

thrived and given back to his hometown



Friends and family of the late Caroline Ragsdale 
Reutter have preserved the culinary legacy 
of the Caroline’s Cakes founder indefinitely 
thanks to endowment of the Spartanburg 
Community College Caroline Ragsdale Reutter 
Culinary Arts Scholarship. The scholarship’s 
endowment was confirmed after a successful 
fundraising event on May 2, A Cakewalk 
in Budapest, which was the culmination of 
fundraising for the scholarship that began in 
summer 2017.

The SCC Caroline Ragsdale Reutter Culinary Arts Scholarship was created in summer 2017 
by Spartanburg residents Lea Ann and Dexter Cleveland, honoring the legacy and spirit 
of Reutter, their close friend who founded Caroline’s Cakes and lost a courageous battle to 
cancer in the summer of 2017. The event featured the viewing of Reutter’s film - A Cake Walk 
in Budapest – which chronicled her journey to Budapest, Hungary researching and filming 
the life and culinary contributions of József C. Dobos, the man credited with introducing 
the Dobos Torte cake in 1855.

Donations to the Caroline Ragsdale Reutter Culinary Arts Scholarship
can be made online at www.sccsc.edu/foundation.
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SCC Announces Endowment of the SCC 
Caroline Ragsdale Reutter Culinary Arts Scholarship

The Reutter family with SCC’s Bea Walters Smith 
and President Henry C. Giles, Jr.


