
Terms and Conditions of 2016-2017 Financial Aid Award 
 

 
Determination of Awards:  Within its available resources, Spartanburg Community College attempts to meet the financial need of its 

students.  A student’s financial need is determined by subtracting the parent’s and/or student’s contribution (EFC), as shown on the federal 

Student Aid Report, from the total estimated cost of attendance.   

 

Outside Awards:  Students receiving aid from sources outside the institution, such as a private scholarship, loans, student employment on 

or off campus, assistantships, fellowships or educational benefits, are required to notify the Financial Aid Office so that this aid can be 

coordinated with other assistance.  Please note that outside aid can affect the amount of eligibility the student has for other forms of need 

based aid. Should the outside awards cause the student’s financial need to be exceeded the student may be required to repay all or a portion 

of their financial aid. 

 

Enrollment Status:  Most financial aid awards are based on a student’s enrollment status.  To be classified as full-time, a student must be 

registered for 12 or more credit hours.  Registration for 9 to 11 credit hours is considered to be a three quarter-time enrollment status.  A 

half-time enrollment status is defined as being registered for 6 to 8 credit hours while less than half-time is defined as being registered for 1 

to 5 credit hours.  Enrollment status is measured as of the “census date” which is published in the student handbook and the schedule 

booklets for each term.  Only classes required by the student’s program of study and developmental classes will be counted towards 

enrollment status. If a student is listed by their instructor as a “never attended”, that class will not be counted in the enrollment status.  

(Note: If a student changes his/her program of study, it may affect enrollment status and the amount of aid they are eligible to receive).  

The above definitions apply to all terms including the summer term.  Classes that begin later in the term (late starting classes) will be 

included in the student’s enrollment status.  If the student drops the class before it begins or is listed as a “no show”, the student’s 

enrollment status will be updated and their aid will be adjusted based on the new enrollment status. If the aid is reduced, the student will be 

considered to have an overpayment.  Please read the paragraph titled Overpayments for more detailed information. To be eligible for 

financial aid a student must be enrolled in a degree, diploma or certificate program. 
 

Remedial Courses: Federal regulations allow students to attempt up to 30 credit hours of remedial course work.  Remedial courses have a 

course number that 100 or below such as MAT-031, ENG-100 (AUT-100 is not considered remedial).  Hours beyond the 30 credit hour 

limit will not be included in the student’s enrollment status (see above paragraph).  Students who are nearing the maximum limit may have 

their enrollment status reduced should remedial hours cause them to exceed the 30 credit hour limit.  For example, a student who attempted 

28 remedial credit hours and enrolls in a 4 credit hour developmental class will only have 2 of the 4 hours included in enrollment status.  It 

is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the number of remedial hours attempted.  Grades earned in remedial courses will be included 

in the calculation of financial aid grade point average (GPA). 

 

Prerequisite Courses: A prerequisite course is a course that a student must take before they are eligible to enroll in another course.  If a 

course has a prerequisite course it will be listed in the catalog.  A prerequisite course may or may not be required as part of the student’s 

major.  If it is not required, it may still be counted towards the student’s enrollment status, but it will also be counted against the student’s 

30 credit hour remedial limit.  Please read the Enrollment Status and Remedial Courses paragraphs above. 

 

Changes: It is the student’s responsibility to notify the Financial Aid Office in writing of changes of name, address, email, home telephone 

number, academic program, or enrollment status.  Students changing their address should also complete a Change of Address form with the 

Admissions Office. The address maintained by the Admissions Office is considered the student’s official address and is the address to 

which all correspondence will be sent.  Failure to maintain an up-to-date address could result in the student not receiving important letters 

and notifications from the college.  Students are required to notify the Financial Aid Office and the Records Office if withdrawing 

from all classes (see Return to Title IV below).  Students withdrawing, after financial aid funds have been disbursed, may expect to 

repay a portion of the aid received. Failure to repay the amount owed will prevent future aid from being disburse and prevent 

release of SCC records. 
 

Review and Adjustment of Award:  The Financial Aid Office reserves the right to review and adjust or cancel an award due to changes in 

financial, enrollment, program, or academic status.  Awards also may be adjusted or canceled if an error is made in determining eligibility 

for aid or calculating the amount of aid or if information on the application or need analysis is determined to be incorrect.  Non availability 

of funds will also result in award adjustments or cancellations. 

 

Return to Title IV: If a student withdraws from all courses (official withdrawal), receives a failing grade in all of their courses (unofficial 

withdrawal), or has a combination of all withdrawals and failing grades, a Return to Title IV refund calculation must be performed based 

on the last date the student attended class.  This calculation determines the amount of funds the college and the student must return to the 

U.S. Department of Education (DOE).  Any funds returned by the college will cause the student to owe the college.  Students are notified in 

writing when this calculation indicates funds must be returned. The amount a student must return is based on their last date of attendance 

(LDA).  The longer a student attends the less they owe back to college and the DOE.  If a student attended through the 60% point of their 

enrollment period, the DOE considers them to have earn 100% of their federal aid.   

 

Federal, State, and Institutional Funds:  Federal, state, and institutional funds committed in this award are contingent upon actual receipt 

of funds by Spartanburg Community College.  Non availability of funds will result in award adjustments or cancellations. Additionally, all 

awards are subject to funding and program regulations relative to the individual program or award granted to the student. Financial aid 

received should only be used for educational expenses related to attending Spartanburg Community College. 

 

Failure to Return to School:  Many awards are based on continuous enrollment.  These awards may be canceled for students who fail to 

enroll for a subsequent semester. For example, an award may be designated for the fall and spring semester.  If the student does not attend 

the spring semester, they will not receive the award amount for that semester and it cannot be moved to another semester. 

 



Payment of Federal Work-Study:  If the award includes employment under the Federal Work-Study Program (FWS), the amount shown 

for this category is the amount the recipient is estimated to earn during the award period as a result of work performed and the hours 

necessary to perform such work.  This amount cannot be exceeded.  FWS awards are paid monthly based upon the number of hours 

worked.  Time sheets must be maintained (see your FWS supervisor).  These sheets are due in the Business Office at the end of each month 

unless advised otherwise by Business Office personnel.  Federal Work-Study awards can be changed if the minimum wage rate changes 

during the academic year.  Awards can be canceled if the recipient fails to perform the assigned work in a satisfactory manner.   

 

Repayment:  Any student who withdraws from school, reduces the number of credit hours carried, is administratively withdrawn from 

classes, or takes courses outside his/her specified program of study, may have to repay all or a portion of his/her award. Failure to repay the 

amount due will result in ineligibility for future aid and SCC records will not be released. 

 
Payment of Pell Grant Award: The total scheduled Pell Grant award is divided between the fall and spring semesters.  A portion of the 

award will be paid summer semester only if the student did not attend or attended on a less than full-time basis during the fall and/or spring 

semester.  Tuition and fees are charged to the grant each semester.  Required books and supplies also may be charged during scheduled 

periods as posted by the Book Inn.  A check is written to each recipient for the balance of the grant (if any) not used for tuition, fees, books, 

and supplies.  The date the checks will be mailed each semester is published in the Student Handbook. Checks are disbursed by the 

Business Office.  The scheduled award will be amended if enrollment status changes during pre-registration, registration, or schedule 

adjustment days. Only one school may disburse a Pell Grant to a student during any given semester.  If the student establishes aid at more 

than one school and both schools disburse Pell Grant funds, the student can expect one of those payments to be terminated which will 

probably leave the student owing that college. Pell Grant amounts used at other institutions during the award year must be considered when 

determining the amount of Pell Grant eligibility at Spartanburg Community College. Students who have earned a bachelor’s degree or 

higher are not eligible for Pell Grant funds. 

 

Lifetime Pell Grant Eligibility: A Pell Grant eligible student can receive a maximum of one scheduled Pell Grant award per year. The 

scheduled award is disbursed based on the student’s enrollment status.  The maximum a student can receive during a semester for full-time 

enrollment is 50% of their scheduled award.  Students attending less than full-time will receive a prorated amount (three quarter time = 

37.5%, half time = 25%, and less than half time = 12.5%).  Effective July 1, 2012 a student has a lifetime Pell Grant limit of 600%.  Once 

the student has received the 600% they will no longer be eligible for any further Pell Grant funds. 

 

Summer Term Pell Grant Eligibility: The scheduled award for a Pell Grant is normally broken into two payments based on full-time 

enrollment.  The student receives 50% of their scheduled award for the fall semester and the other 50% for the spring semester.    If a 

student does not attend in a full-time status during either of these terms they will not have received 100% of their scheduled award and will 

have funds remaining that can be disbursed during the summer term. Students who have attended full-time during both the fall and spring 

semester will have used 100% of their scheduled award and therefore, will not have any Pell Grant eligibility remaining for the summer. 

Pell Grant amounts used at other institutions during the award year will affect the amount of Pell Grant the student is eligible to receive at 

Spartanburg Community College. 

 

Overpayments: When a student’s aid is disbursed that student is entering into an agreement with the U.S. Department of Education (ED).  

The student agrees to begin and complete their classes and ED agrees to provide aid in the amount for which the student is eligible. If the 

student does not fulfill their end of the agreement by withdrawing, dropping, or not showing up for a class that has been included in their 

enrollment status, their aid eligibility must be recalculated. In most cases the recalculated aid amount will be less than what was disbursed 

and the student will have been overpaid. Students will be notified by the Financial Aid Office should an overpayment occur. The student 

must contact the Financial Aid Office to resolve an overpayment.  Overpayments must be resolved immediately and failure to do so will 

result in the student losing eligibility for all Federal aid and most other types of aid. Unresolved overpayments will be referred to the U.S. 

Department of Education for collection and the student’s eligibility for Federal aid will cease until the overpayment has been satisfied. Loss 

of Federal aid eligibility will not only be at ICC, but at any other Title IV eligible school the student attempts to attend. 

  
Payment of State Grants: These awards are based on funding allocations from the South Carolina State General Assembly.  These awards 

may be canceled at any time during the year should the appropriations be changed by the General Assembly.  Each of the state programs 

require the student be enrolled in at least a half time status.   

 

Re-Application:  The continuation of financial aid from year to year is not automatic.  If you plan to be enrolled in college next year, you 

must re-apply for financial aid.  The new Free Application for Federal Student Aid is normally accessible online at www.fafsa.gov by mid-

January of each year. 

 

Award Letter: The award letter is a method of showing a student the aid they may be eligible to receive.  This is the official document 

detailing award amounts based on enrollment status.  Award amounts shown on documents obtained from sources other than the Financial 

Aid Office may be based on full-time enrollment rather than actual enrollment.  The award letter does not guarantee the student will be 

eligible to receive the funds listed.  Eligibility for aid is determined at the time aid is disbursed.  A student’s eligibility may change between 

the time they are presented with an award letter and the time the aid is actually disbursed.   

 

Satisfactory Academic Progress: I understand that an award from a federal program or S.C. Need Based Grant is being made because I 

am currently meeting the College’s satisfactory academic progress (SAP) policy and that to receive this award(s) I must be in good 

academic standing and making satisfactory progress toward a degree, diploma or certificate prior to each semester as defined by the 

College for my award(s) to remain valid.  The SAP policy is published in the Catalog. I understand that my SAP status will be evaluated 

after EACH SEMESTER in which I was enrolled and that I will be notified via email to my SCC email account if my status changes. 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Federal Direct Loan: In order to receive a Federal Direct Loan a student must have a completed financial aid file, submit the required 

applications and complete an entrance loan counseling session. The student must be enrolled in at least six (6) credit hours each semester 

(see Enrollment Status paragraph above). If the student ceases to be enrolled in at least six (6) credit hours or receives a degree, diploma, or 

certificate, an exit interview will be required. Unless the student notifies the Business Office in writing, loan proceeds will be transferred by 

EFT to the student account (this includes funds from private loan sources). 

 

Release of Information: Unless a student notified the Financial Aid Office in writing, they give the Financial Aid Office permission to 

release information about the amount and type of aid received to other offices and agencies as may be needed to administer the financial 

aid programs and other aid programs.  The Financial Aid Office may send general information about a student and copies of their grade 

reports to donors or any scholarships or special funds received. Information will be released that is necessary for collection of student loans 

in the event the student does not meet their repayment obligations. 

 


