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The Spartanburg Community College Early College Department is pleased to introduce
the first issue of The Early Bird, a biannual newsletter of the SCC Early College program.
The purpose of the newsletter is to provide information and support for our Early College
community (students, parents, faculty, and staff). We will celebrate the accomplishments of current and former students and share opportunities available at SCC for our
students, both now and after high school graduation.

SCC EARLY COLLEGE OVERVIEW
SCC EARLY COLLEGE
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Eugenia Hooker
Director, Early College
(864) 592-4263
hookere@sccsc.edu

Brian Tucker
Early College Counselor
(864) 592-4256
tuckerb@sccsc.edu

Visit our webpage on the
SCC website:
https://www.sccsc.edu/early/

The Early College program at Spartanburg Community
College (SCC) provides eligible high school students in
Spartanburg, Cherokee, and Union counties with the
opportunity to earn college credit while they are still in
high school. During the 2015-2016 academic year,
Early College students have enrolled in classes offered
at the five SCC campuses, at their career center or
high school (where classes are available), and online.
SCC and the Spartanburg County school districts
have partnered to operate two early college high school
programs. Viking Early College is a partnership between SCC and School District Seven. The Spartanburg County Early College High School is a partnership between SCC and Spartanburg County School
Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, and Seven.

1

SCC Early College Snapshot (2015-2016)


Fall 2015: 704 Students



Spring 2016: 751 Students



88 Early College High School Students



Students from 12 High Schools Enrolled



Courses Offered on Site at 8 High Schools



64 instructors taught courses at high schools, career centers, and early college high
school programs

On an early August 2014 morning, Akeah Allen stepped through
the door of the Spartanburg County Early College High School with
big hopes and goals in mind. After reading more about her, we
think you will agree that she is well on
her way to achieving her present goals
and that she is ready to set the bar even Spartanburg County Early
College High School
higher.
(SCECHS):

Akeah, a Boiling Springs High School
sophomore, is working hard to earn dual
credit through the Spartanburg County
Early College High School. Now in her fourth semester, Akeah
is excelling academically, maintaining a current college GPA of
4.0. Akeah states that she is still excited that she has the
chance to earn dual credit while in high school and she calls
this opportunity a “blessing.” Although she admits that taking
on college courses as a 10th grader comes with doubts and
challenges, she says that “It makes me feel good that I’m
learning how to juggle school, personal life, and other activities
while still keeping my GPA up.” Akeah feels that experiencing
what college is like will help her transition to the next college
of her choice. She is interested in attending Converse College
and majoring in accounting.










Partnership between
SCC and the Spartanburg County School Districts began in fall 2014
Each spring, a cohort of
8th graders (maximum
25) is selected through a
rigorous application process.
44 students currently
enrolled
Students participate in
grades 9 through 12 and
earn significant college
credit up to an Associate in Arts degree.
The SCECHS program
pays for the students’
tuition, fees, and textbooks.

Akeah attributes her success to her hard work and to the
tutoring and support provided by the Spartanburg County
Early College High School staff. Her advice to prospective and
current Early College students is to “take notes, be punctual, and be ready to learn all
while still having fun.”
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Summer Registration begins March 21
Summer Semester begins May 16 and ends July 20

Fall Registration begins April 18

Fall Classes begin August 15

The spring SCC Open House will be held on Tuesday, April 19 from
4:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Come explore SCC and all its programs!
Healthcare programs will be highlighted!
SCC Technical Scholar Information Sessions will be held on
April 27 and June 21 from 6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. at the SCC
-central campus. Come learn about opportunities for a
part-time job and on-the-job training with great companies
like BMW, Michelin, and Sealed Air while earning your SCC
degree! Students, parents, and community members are
invited to attend.
Registration is required. Contact Jennifer Little, SCC
Director of Career Services at (864) 592-4808 to register.
SUCCESS TIPS
 Want to better ensure a successful outcome in your classes? Make sure to review
your syllabus and addendum carefully for information about the course requirements, due dates, class policies, grading scale, and weighting of assignments, tests
and final. Refer to these documents regularly throughout the semester so you will
have a good idea of what your instructors’ expectations are and how you can meet
them.


Build confidence going into your final exams. Start preparing now by devoting some
daily time for review and study. Know what type of final to expect for each class. Is it
a final paper, capstone project, or comprehensive examination? Make sure you know
the time and date that your exam is scheduled or the deadline by which you need to
submit your final paper or project. Put the study strategies that play to your
strengths to good use. Good preparation is the key to success.
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Cyrenna Moreno
Q: How many years have you taught at Dorman High School? How many years have you
taught Early College courses there?
A: I have been teaching at Dorman for the past 7 years. We have been able to offer my dual
enrollment classes (Accounting Principles I, Marketing) for 3 years now.
Q: What is your educational and professional background?
A: I have a Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management from the University of South Carolina and a Master of Science in Marketing from Baruch College (City University of New York). I
have a Master of Accountancy in Forensic Accounting from Florida Atlantic University. I am
currently working on my Ed. D. through Liberty University in Educational Administration. I
worked in Management for almost 8 years before I became a teacher. I also owned two restaurants with my husband.
Q: What do you enjoy most about teaching Early College students?
A: They are excited to get the college experience. They tend to work very hard because their
grades affect their high school and college transcripts.
Q: You have taught at the SCC campus and the high school. It can be challenging to
make college courses in a high school setting work. What kinds of things do you do to
make your class authentic to the college experience?
A: I tell my students right up front that this is a college class and they will be treated like college students. I won't be calling their parents when I have an issue with them, I will bring it up
to them and they will need to deal with it. I also will not ask them multiple times for things. If
they do not turn something in when it is due, they will end up with a zero.
Q: What tips or suggestions would you like to offer Early College students?
A: Communicate with your professors. Most students tend to not do this. It is a huge mistake. If you are having trouble understanding the materials or meeting the deadlines for a
class, then communication is key. If you do this, most professors are willing to help you, but
they cannot help you if they do not know what the problem is.
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“With Early College courses, I will be
graduating from the College of Charleston in December 2016 with my Bachelor
of Science in Sociology with a Pre-med
concentration. I look forward to working
towards medical school. 33 hours of
SCC Early College classes transferred to
the College of Charleston and I will be
graduating a year and a half early. I definitely would not have been able to do it
without the SCC Early College program
and I appreciate the help and guidance
along the way.”

Jacob Powell
Broome High School graduate and
former SCC Early College student

Contact Brian Tucker,
SCC Early College Counselor,
at
(864) 592-4256
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“I’ve always had high hopes.”
~Jonathan Green

When he was a child, Jonathan Green told his parents that he wanted to pursue a career
in the healthcare field. As a junior at Spartanburg High School, Jon enrolled in Early College health science courses taught by instructors Pam Wilhelm and Angie Band at the
Daniel Morgan Technology Center. A standout student who was named the Health Science
Student of the Year as a senior, Jon enjoyed getting hands-on skills training and developing his knowledge about the vast healthcare job market. He also earned his Certified Nursing Assistant certification at the Center.
After graduating from Spartanburg High School in May 2013, Jon attended Limestone College to pursue an athletic training program. His mother unexpectedly became ill after his
first semester, so he took the spring off to help care for her and assume other family responsibilities. By fall 2014, his mother’s health had improved and Jon was ready to return
to college. This time, he decided to enter Spartanburg Community College and take general education courses in preparation for applying for the Associate Degree in Applied Science Nursing (ADN) program. “No one in my family ever went to college. Being the first in
my family to go to college is really a milestone.” He excelled in general education courses
and became a member of Phi Theta Kappa. Jon was accepted into the SCC nursing program for the spring 2016 term. Jon credits his previous classes as an Early College student with easing his adjustment to the nursing classes he is taking this semester. “You are
expected to know some basic terms and skills already.” A highly motivated student who
likes to challenge himself with long-range goals, Jon has mapped out his route to the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree at USC-Upstate. He also plans to pursue a graduate degree program. Jon advises Early College students to maximize the courses they can
take in high school and, if possible, work toward earning a credential that they can use
later.
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ATTENTION:
GRADUATING EARLY COLLEGE
SENIORS

If you are a Spartanburg, Cherokee, or Union County student who has not yet applied for
admission to Spartanburg Community College for fall 2016, you can apply during the
week of April 11-15 and the standard $25 SCC college application fee will be WAIVED!
The priority deadline for completing your Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) is May 1, and the SCC Scholarship Application deadline is July 1.
Please see your guidance counselor for more information. For other questions, contact
the SCC Office of Recruiting at (864) 592-4122 or recruitment@sccsc.edu.
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