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Hello and happy fall 2017! Now that
the semester is underway, we would
like you to take some time to enjoy
reading about what is happening in
the SCC Early College community—
student accomplishments, faculty
spotlights, and program notes.

Eugenia Hooker
Director, Early College
(864) 592-4263
hookere@sccsc.edu
Visit our webpage on the
SCC website:
https://www.sccsc.edu/early/

October 16th ~ First day to register for spring

classes

November 3rd ~ Last day to withdraw from full semester classes
December 7th ~ Final

from instructors due @ 9:00 a.m.

January 8th ~ First day of

classes

January 15th ~ Martin Luther King Holiday
March 19th ~ First day to register for summer

(college closed)

classes

March 26th ~ Last day to withdraw from full semester classes
April 16 ~ First day to register for
1
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As a cross-country runner for High Point Academy,
senior Jesse Shirts knows about getting off to a good
start at the beginning of a race. That knowledge pays
off as Jesse is also getting off to a good start academically by earning 24 college credits here at SCC with
the potential to earn up to 36 college credits before
graduating high school. He realizes that his 3.5 college GPA can’t happen without sacrifice and planning. Jesse states, “I had to give up a lot of my free
time. There are times when I have to stay up late
and not watch television.” However, Jesse does make
time to play the electric guitar for his church’s worship team. Jesse points out that doing his coursework as soon as it is assigned really helps him stay ahead academically. “If I get the
assignment on Monday, then I start to work on that assignment on Monday,” says
Jesse. This a tip that he recommends to all students.
A successful moment came for Jesse when he made the top grade in a SCC class as a
high school student. Jesse believes that his Early College experience helps him learn
how to navigate college level coursework and have a feel of what college is like, so he
will be prepared for the college road ahead of him. “This opportunity is excellent. It
will take me less time for me to earn my business degree and possibly become a music
producer.” Jesse is thankful to his high school, High Point Academy, for the chance to
participate in the SCC Early College program and he recommends it to any high
school student who is ready to start well.

Effective fall 2017, both letter and numeric final grades
for dual enrollment and early college high school students
will be included in the final grade reports sent from our
Registrar’s Office to the high schools.
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Katie Ramsey

Tell us about your educational and professional background. What initially attracted you to the
teaching profession? Why English?
I always knew that I wanted to teach when I was growing up because I loved learning, and I had fabulous
teachers along the way who made learning fun. I also wanted to make an impact in the world, and helping others is extremely gratifying for me. In high school, my favorite class was French, and I wanted to be
a French teacher. However, life took me on an unexpected path, so when I finally made it to college in my
late 20s, I felt that I had lost my fluency with the French language, so decided to pursue my love of the
English language, literature, and writing, and to become an English teacher instead.
I taught for twelve years at Gaffney High School, from 2002-2014. During my years there, I taught ninth
through twelfth grades, at every level, including students with learning differences, as well as teaching
ESOL students my final year there. I also served as the yearbook advisor from 2007-2014. In 2011, as
my oldest daughter was approaching the college years, I began working part-time for SCC at the Cherokee County Campus, and later the Union County Campus, teaching evening courses in ENG 101 and
ENG 165. I loved working with adult learners, many of whom knew me from their years at Gaffney High.
In 2014, I was hired as the full-time English Instructor at the Cherokee County Campus.
How long have you been teaching dual enrollment classes at Blacksburg High School? What do
you enjoy most about teaching these students?
This year is my 4th year teaching the dual-credit ENG 101 and ENG 102 classes at Blacksburg High. I
love the energy and engagement involved in teaching high school students. Because BHS is a smaller
school, these students know each other very well, and are very close knit. They are a joy to work with,
full of energy and creativity. It really is the best of both worlds.
What do you do to give your dual enrollment students at BHS an authentic college experience?
I teach my dual-credit courses exactly the same way that I teach my traditional college classes. I set high
expectations, hold them accountable to due dates, and make them work hard to earn their grades. I do
feel that my years of experience in teaching high school to a diverse group of students has prepared me
to break down college-level course content effectively, and I am able to offer them scaffolding and support
along the way. Because I develop a caring relationship with my students, and I bring my sense of humor
with me daily, I think that my dual-credit classes are an enjoyable first taste of college-level work for
these students.
What tips would you like to offer English students (or dual enrollment students in general)?
I always tell my students that college English and the research and writing processes are not really all
that difficult, but that they do require time and commitment to carry out the process effectively. Because
mastering writing skills is a process of trial and error, of re-reading, re-thinking, and re-writing, it is
messy, and non-linear. Students often feel uncomfortable and uncertain when they have to go through
the valley of making mistakes and learning from them during the drafting and revision of their essays. I
try to help them become more comfortable with the cyclical nature of mastering these skills, as they
search for, refine, and ultimately learn to trust their own voices.
I humorously remind them often that they should “break up” with “procrastination” in favor of a much
better relationship with “time management.” I also teach them strategies to improve their organizational
and time-management skills, and recommend using a detailed planner or calendar to stay on top of due
dates. Most of all, I advise them to seek out one-on-one help when necessary. It is work ethic and preparation that are the key to college success.
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Total enrollment: 858 This number includes 49 students enrolled in Viking Early
College (VEC), a partnership between SCC and Spartanburg County School District Seven, and 91 students enrolled in Spartanburg County Early College High
School (SCECHS), a partnership between SCC and Spartanburg County School
Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, and Seven.
Students enrolled from 15 high schools and academies, 5 career and technology
centers, plus several homeschools
60+ instructors teaching cohort dual enrollment classes at partner high schools,
career and technology centers, VEC and SCECHS, and the SCC Union Campus

55 total class sections and 165 college credit hours offered at partnering high
schools and career technology centers:
 31 class sections and 96 college credit hours offered on site at 10 high schools
 24 class sections and 69 college credit hours offered on site at 5 career and
technology centers

Congratulations to Anderson Jeter III, Viking Early College student, for
earning the rank of Eagle Scout! According to the National Eagle Scout
Association, only about 5 percent of all Boy Scouts earn this honor.
Hunter McLeod
Pictured below (left) is Anderson receiving his Eagle Scout award from one

of his scout leaders, Mr. Joseph Broadus. Pictured on the right is Anderson flanked by Dr. Gloria Close, Viking Early College Counselor on left
and Dr. Len Starks, Viking Early College Dean of Students on right.
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