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THE EARLY BIRD 

Early College Newsletter 
Volume 2, Issue 1 

Fall 2016 

 
Hello and happy fall 2016!  Now that the semester is underway, we would like you to 

take some time to enjoy reading about what is happening in the SCC Early College 

community—student accomplishments, faculty spotlights, and program notes. 

Spring 2017 registration begins October 17th 

 

      Last day to withdraw from full semester classes is November 4th 

 

All final grades due from instructors on     December 8th at 12 noon 

 

Spring classes begin January 9th 

COLLEGE APPLICATION DAYS 

Contact the guidance office at your high 
school for details about how to apply for 
traditional admission to SCC at your 
high school on these dates and get the 
standard application fee of $25 waived.  
Students may submit a FAFSA for 2017-
2018 beginning October 1, 2016. 

SCC EARLY COLLEGE 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 

Brian Tucker 
Early College Counselor  

(864) 592-4256 
tuckerb@sccsc.edu 

 
Eugenia Hooker 

Director, Early College 
(864) 592-4263 

hookere@sccsc.edu 
 

Visit our webpage on the 
SCC website: 

https://www.sccsc.edu/early/  

High School Date Time 

Woodruff Sept. 29 11:00-1:00 

Landrum Sept. 30 8:00-2:00 

Gaffney Oct. 5 8:00-3:00 

Dorman Oct. 13 8:30-3:00 

Oct. 20 8:30-3:00 

Oct. 27 8:30-3:00 

Chapman Oct. 13 8:00-2:00 

Union County Oct. 14 8:00-3:00 

Boiling Springs Oct. 18 8:30-3:00 

Broome Oct. 20 9:00-12:00 

Blacksburg Oct. 21 8:00-12:00 

Chesnee Oct. 27 8:00-11:00 

Byrnes Oct. 27 8:00-3:00 

Spartanburg Oct. 27 8:00-3:00 
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SUCCESS TIP 

Professors Expect Students to Actively Try to Learn 

An active learner: 

 wants to learn, asks mental questions, searches for answers 

 tries to understand new ideas, practices new skills, tries to connect ideas 

 tries to actively memorize important principles and information  

 tries to use new skills and knowledge & apply them to real life 

 
Passive learners expect professors to feed them knowledge and expect that they can relax and 

listen.  Lectures do not do something TO you that will magically make you learn.  If your brain is 

not engaged, the information is probably going nowhere.  

 
What Do Professors Expect from Students? 

Academic Advising and Learning Center, Western Oregon University 

During a recent interview, a young man told me that doing 

well in school meant that he had to “trust the process and 

work hard.”  He stated, “There will be times when you don’t 

feel like doing certain things, but take the advice of your 

teachers and work through it.”  This young man, Andrew 

Tate, is one semester away from graduating from Spartan-

burg High School with over fifty college credit hours earned 

as he sets his sights on furthering his education at a four 

year institution.  Andrew realizes that giving up the traditional high school experience was a 

big decision, but the chance to earn an Associate’s degree from 

Spartanburg Community College and get ahead academically 

led him to enroll in the inaugural cohort of Viking Early Col-

lege.  

  
Andrew is a busy young man who not only takes a full load of 

college classes but also finds time to volunteer in church, hang 

out with his friends, and play for the Spartanburg High School 

Boys’ Varsity Basketball team.  Andrew believes that having a 

planner and wisely using his free time helps him keep his aca-

demic and personal life together. 

 
Currently, Andrew holds a cumulative college GPA of 3.5.  He 

says that he was proud that he made all A’s in the fall 2015 se-

mester and only had one B stop him from repeating all A’s for 

the spring 2016 semester.  Andrew points out that participating 

in an all-male program leads him to feel both tight camaraderie 

and competition among his peers to achieve good grades. “The 

Viking Early College program gave me the chance to experience 

what college is like, and I feel prepared.” Andrew is planning to 

attend Clemson University in the fall of 2017 and major in ar-

chitecture. 

Viking Early College (VEC) 

 Partnership between SCC 

and Spartanburg County 

School District Seven be-

gan in fall 2013. 
 

 The VEC program is based 

at the SCC Downtown 

Campus Evans Academic 

Center. 

 

 Students participate in 

grades 9 through 12 and 

earn significant college 

credit up to an Associate in 

Arts degree. 

 

 Forty-nine students are 

currently enrolled. 
 

 The VEC program pays for 

the students’ tuition, fees, 

and textbooks. 

Andrew Tate 
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Meet our terrific trio of Swofford Career Center Health Science instructors:  
Ms. Vicki Parker, Ms. Glenda Warner, and Ms. Ashley Belue 

Swofford serves students in Spartanburg County School Districts One and Two.   
 
Educational and Professional Backgrounds 
 
Parker:  I graduated from Mercy School of Nursing, Charlotte, N.C. in 1973. I began 

work at Mercy Hospital in the medical surgical department, and later transferred to 
pediatrics. In 1976 our family was transferred to Spartanburg. I began working Pedi-
atrics for doctors Bartel, Hudgens, and Berry.  After the birth of our children I 

worked in family practice from 1980 until 2001. I then worked for Pediatric Associ-
ates for 2 years as clinical manager. I began my teaching career at Swofford in 2003. 

Warner: I graduated from nursing school in 1980. I am fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to work in many different areas: neonatal, orthopedic, med-surg, cardiac, and 
infection control. I presently work at the Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System 

on a PRN basis and have since 1993.  I started at the R. D. Anderson Applied Tech-
nology Center in 1977 in the first year of the LPN program and went on to obtain my 

ADN, then my BSN and have completed my Masters in Education. I am a National 
Board Certified teacher in South Carolina. I have been teaching at Swofford for 20 
years since I joined the team in 1997 and have watched our program grow over the 

years. I started the CNA program in 1999.  We work closely with the community to 
support our students by keeping up to date with changes within healthcare. We pro-
vide several dual credit courses here for our students. 

Belue: I graduated from Chesnee High School in 2003.  I attended Swofford Career 
Center during that time and successfully completed Health Science 1, 2, and the 

certified nursing assistant course.  I graduated from USC-Upstate with a BSN in De-
cember 2006.  I am currently working on my MSN with a concentration in Educa-
tion.  I have been a nurse for almost 10 years and an instructor for 5 years.  I was 

honored with receiving the I AM CATE award this year. This South Carolina Depart-
ment of Education Office of Career and Technology Education award recognizes for-
mer career and technology education students who have experienced success work-

ing in the same CATE field in which they were enrolled as high school students.  
 

Continued on next page. 
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What do you enjoy most about teaching? 
 
Parker: I enjoy watching our students grow. They begin their 10th grade year in 

Health Science 1. In the beginning they seem to be a little overwhelmed with the vast 
amount of knowledge they are expected to consume. At the completion of the class, 

those who have met the requirements to proceed to Health Science 2 (Medical Termi-
nology at SCC) and show growth and understanding. This is the start of their dual 
credit classes, which prepare them for the college experience. They understand a lit-

tle more about schedules, motivation, and the need to study and prepare. I see ex-
citement start to bloom. When they reach their senior year with us they take Geron-
tology, Clinical Studies, Introduction to Health Science, and CPR.  Again they reach 

another growth spurt, learning to manage the college classes with, clinical lab, and 
clinical hours at the nursing home. At the end of their senior year, when the stu-

dents have successfully completed the courses and passed the state required exam 
to become a Certified Nursing Assistant we are all very proud. We see amazing 
growth, development, and maturity. 

Warner: Every semester brings new students with different goals. I love to see the 
fire ignite within the students to learn and see how information connects. I want our 
students to have compassion for their chosen field in healthcare. I love being a part 

of their development. 
Belue: I believe in what we do at Swofford Career Center.  It allows students to get a 

head start on their career in healthcare.  Not everyone has the opportunity to get a 
head start in their college education.  As a former student, I can testify that what we 
teach at Swofford Career Center will benefit the students and what they learn they 

will use again if they continue their studies in healthcare.  The knowledge they gain 
while they are here is priceless.  Teaching has many benefits.  We get to positively 

influence young people.  We not only teach them about healthcare, we teach them 
life lessons, such as how to be responsible, forgiving, a critical thinker, and a suc-
cessful student and adult.   

8 Great Tips for Early College Students  
(Parker, Warner, Belue): 

It is so important that the students attend classes. 

Use the syllabus and mark on a calendar/agenda your due dates of assignments/tests. 

Be responsible. 1 

Plan ahead. 2 

Divide up tasks. 3 

Manage surroundings. 4 

Don’t kid yourself. 5 

Challenge yourself. 6 

Ask questions. 7 

Visualize success. 8 

Divide up your tasks for your classes—schedule times to complete assignments. 

Time, work, studying.  Surround yourself with positive people. 

Find yourself a place to study that is quiet and devote that time. Turn off technology. 

Read ahead of time for class.  Study ahead of time for quizzes/tests/projects. Sit up front, listen, take 
notes, get adequate sleep and eat properly. 

Talk to your teacher/professor—if you have questions. . . ASK! 

Achieving your goals will stir the motivation in you to make things happen. 
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For many SCC Early College students, learning about our program can be a 

family affair.  In this case, Hunter McLeod was introduced to SCC Early 

College classes by his sister, Cayce, who took several dual credit classes in 

the program during the 2014-2015 school year.  Hunter realized the oppor-

tunity awaiting him as he saw this as a way to get ahead and save money 

at the same time.  He states that high school students should “take dual 

credit to get the experience and credit, rather than filling your schedule up 

with a study hall or filler class.”   

 

Hunter started taking SCC Early College classes in the fall 2015 semester 

and is currently working hard on the goal of earning his Associate’s degree 

as he closes out his senior year of high school.  In order for him to take full 

advantage of the Early College program, Hunter realizes that he had to give 

up some of his social life and face semesters with a heavy load of high 

school and college classes. He also serves as the 2016-2017 head drum major for the Byrnes 

High Rebel Regiment Band. He is proud that he has been successful in spite of his demanding 

schedule.    

 

Hunter is experiencing the SCC Early College program from all angles as he took SCC dual 

credit at Byrnes High School, the SCC Tyger River campus, and SCC central campus.  He says 

that he is having a great experience at all the locations and that he particularly feels at home 

at the Tyger River campus.  Experiencing the variety of student cultures, good instructors, and 

smaller staffs of SCC led to an enjoyable Early College experience for Hunter.  A bachelor’s de-

gree, medical school, and a career in medicine are all targets that he is aiming to hit after his 

time here at SCC.  Hunter advises Early College students to “not be afraid to push themselves, 

because dual credit classes count and shouldn’t be taken for granted.” 

Hunter McLeod 

 738  Total Students 

 
 118 early college high school students enrolled in Viking Early College and 

Spartanburg County Early College High School 
 

 Students enrolled from 15 High Schools and Academies, 5 Career and 

Technology Centers, and several Homeschools 
 

 Courses offered on site at 8 High Schools 

 
 50+ Instructors teaching courses at high schools, career and technology centers, 

and in early college high school programs 
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Hunter McLeod 

 

We hope that you have enjoyed reading our fall newsletter!   

If you have any suggestions ~ please let us know.   

 

We hope that you all have a wonderful fall ~ we appreciate all that you do! 

Congratulations to our partner on the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the New Cherokee 

Technology Center!  The Ceremony is scheduled on Monday, October 10 at 5:30 p.m.  
 

Location: 
175 Campus Drive 
Gaffney, SC  29341 

 
The Cherokee Technology Center serves students enrolled at Blacksburg High School 
and Gaffney High School.   


