
By ANNA BROWN
When Isaac McKissick

was in the seventh grade,
he stayed in trouble.

This was frustrating to
his mother, Rosa, a young
single mother who was
trying so hard to keep her
sons on the right path to
earning an education.

Isaac's principal at Sims
High School, the Rev.
James Sanders, could see
beyond these middle
school years. He demand-
ed the best from a boy in
whom he could see poten-
tial.

"He would whip my
behind and call my
Mama," McKissick said.
"My mother is a remark-
able lady, who chose to
trust my teachers rather
than trust me when it came
to my behavior."

But Rev. Sanders also
told Rose that Isaac would
be all right. McKissick
was impressed that
Sanders had faith in him
and he said that is a lesson
he has carried with him
throughout his career. It's a
lesson he has fallen back
on often in his career in

education and in his new
job as director of
Spartanburg Community
College's Union County
campus.

"That encourages me to
look to find the best in a
student - to try and get the
best out of them and rec-
ognize if you have a child
who is 11, 12, 13 years
old, they have lived only a
small portion of their life,"
McKissick said. "It's not
fair to condemn them. We
have to look at them and
recognize that we are
going to make an adjust-
ment and a lot of these
things they are going to
grow out of. We have to
make sure we don't take

away a child's future
because of them making a
childish mistake. They
have a lot of time to get
things right. You have to
look at punishment that
will enable a child to grow
out of something rather
then putting them in a situ-
ation they can't recover
from."

McKissick said he is a
firm believer in the impor-
tance of early childhood
education and that learning
the three r's should begin
long before kindergarten.

"I was a child that had
been well-taught by the
time I got to kindergarten,"
he said. "My aunts and a
lot of the neighborhood

young ladies saw fit to
teach me how to read and
count. When I got to
kindergarten at Corinth
Baptist Church, I was a lit-
tle bit advanced and into
everything. I have always
been grateful to Mrs.

(O'Neal) Sims for choos-
ing to challenge me rather
than label me. Mrs. Sims
recognized a young man
who was a little bit ahead
but needed to be chal-
lenged."

Rather than punishing

McKissick, Mrs. Sims
assigned McKissick a
learning partner, Donald
Garner. The two worked
well together.

"I am also not a fan of
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Spartanburg Community College's Union County Campus Director Issac McKissick
(third from left) is shown with the campus staff: Administrative Specialists Sharon
Stevens and Cathy Freeman, Trades Specialist Mark Haney, Welding Instructor Cammie
Hurst and Mitchell Gainey, custodian. (Anna Brown photo)

McKissick carries life lesson into new position at SCC

By ANNA BROWN
A Union woman and her daughter are accused of attack-

ing a vehicle with a family inside.
Kimberly LaDawn Fincher, 40,of 175 Industrial Park

Road, Union, was charged by the Union Public Safety
Department on April 11 with first-degree
assault and battery and malicious injury to
property.

Smith's daughter, Porsha Nakerri
Smith, 23, of 211 Cambridge Drive,
Union, was charged with malicious injury
to property.

Warrants signed by Investigator Jerome
Beatty said the women used a baseball bat
and a knife and caused nearly $1,872 in
damage to a Toyota Sequoia at the apart-
ment complex where Fincher lives.
Fincher also is accused of offering to or
attempting to injure the owner of the vehi-
cle, who was sitting in it.

The owner of the Sequoia, a 62-year-
old woman, told Sgt. Shane Petrie that her
son was arrested in Myrtle Beach on April
2 for domestic violence against Smith.
She said she went to Myrtle Beach and
got her son. She and another relative went

to the apartment complex to get her son's vehicle from
Smith. She said Smith, Fincher and four "unknown guys"
came rushing towards the vehicle and Fincher broke out
the window with a baseball bat. The window was next to
where her 6-year-old granddaughter was sitting. The vic-
tim said her grandson also was in the vehicle.

"They were trying to get the car back; that is what this
was about," Chief Sam White said. "And there was some-
thing that happened at the beach and it all spilled over to
here."

See MCKISSICK, Page 7

MADAGASCAR – Marty, a zebra (Kaderious Fleming) and Alex, a lion (Jerimey Kirby) sing about being “Best Friends” in a scene from “Madagascar, a Musical Adventure,” being presented next
week by the Union County High School Drama Department, under the direction of Ralph Lawson. Alex, The penguins - Skipper (Kirklyn English), Kowalski (Kayleigh Miller), Rico (Shelby
Summers) and Private  (Madyson Russell) try to navigate their way to Antarctica.  Based on the Dreamworks Animation motion picture, “Madagascar” will be performed Thursday evening at
6:30 as the annual Rotary Dinner Theater; Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. Dinner theater tickets cost $15 and must be purchased in advance. They are available in the high
school lobby, at Arthur State Bank and Correll insurance. Other tickets cost $6 in advance and $7 at the door and are available at the high school and Something Special. Student tickets cost
$5. (Graham Williams photos)

Cameron Todd connects with the ball for Harper General Contractors during a Miracle League of Union County ball
game played last Tuesday at the Timken Sports Complex. More photos are on Page 8. (Pete Cochran photo)

‘I GOT A HIT!’Women arrested
after occupied
vehicle attacked

FINCHER

SMITH

See WOMEN, Page 10
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By ANNA BROWN
Spartanburg Community College's Union County

Campus provides life-changing opportunities, its new
director says.

Union native Isaac McKissick said the campus offers
Adult Education and certificates and degrees in Welding
and Advanced Manufacturing/Mechatronics degrees.

"We also offer dual credit courses for high school stu-
dents," he said.

The next round of classes begins at the end of May.
"Come on and give it a try," McKissick said. "Where do

you want to be in your life? It's important we establish
goals for our life, which help us to be able to choose
between good and bad decisions. You can't allow yourself
to make a short-term decision that will cost you later in
life. If you decide to go to school here we are going to give
you the skills to transition your life - be that basic skills,
math, reading, WorK Keys that teach you about the work
place, a certificate or a degree in Welding or Mechatronics
which will qualify you for specific careers. You can also
get a greater variety of courses at Spartanburg Community
College. You can get additional Associate Degrees at
Spartanburg Community College. The main thing is you
can get an Associate's Degree for under $10,000. And that
degree is transferrable to Clemson, USC and multiple col-
leges throughout the country. We have articulation agree-
ments with in-state and out -of-state colleges. Your credits
are transferrable."

Scholarship Program
Because local leaders have determined the future of

Union County's growth lies in the quality and readiness of
a skilled workforce, the Union County Community
Scholarship Program has been created. It provides schol-
arships for tuition and fees to attend USC Union and the
SCC Union County Campus.

The Scholarship Eligibility and Guidelines
Entrance Guidelines for High School Graduates
• Students must be a current resident of Union County;
• Students must have graduated from Union County

High School, Union County Adult Ed, Union Christian
Day School, or an approved Union County Home School
Program in the previous three academic years or be early
graduates in the spring or summer terms;

• Students must enroll within 3 calendar years of high
school graduation or completion of GED;

• Students must complete a FAFSA on time and use all

federal grants, state awards and other scholarship funds
first;

• Awarded scholarships pay tuition and fees, and do not
include payment for books and lab fees;

• Students attending USC Union must meet all qualifi-
cations for the Life Scholarship to participate;

• Students attending SCC Union County Campus must
meet all qualifications for the LTAP or Life Scholarship to
participate;

• Students must meet the same criteria for making satis-
factory academic progress that recipients of federal finan-
cial aid programs must meet;

• Students must enroll in classes offered at the SCC
Union County Campus or USC Union to be considered for
this scholarship.

Scholarship Continuation Guidelines
• Students attending USC Union must take 30 semester

hours and maintain a 3.0 grade point average to quality for
the scholarship their second year.

• Students attending SCC Union County Campus must
maintain a 2.5 grade point average or better to qualify for
the scholarship their second year.

• Students must maintain persistent semester-to-semes-
ter enrollment.

• Scholarship program awards will apply towards up to
15 semester hours at SCC Union County Campus or up to

18 hours at USC Union each semester (after approval for
any federal, state or other scholarship grants which the
student is eligible) and up to five consecutive semesters,
or a maximum of 60 credit hours at USC Union and 73
credit hours at SCC Union County Campus.

Advantages & Impact of the Scholarship
• Removes the barrier of affordability; parents and stu-

dents will not have to worry who will pay for college
tuition;

• Prepares students for college credit-bearing course-
work;

• Encourages positive academic habits;
• Provides students opportunities for mentoring, tutor-

ing and networking with community and college leaders;
• Enables students to increase their income through

postsecondary credentials and training.

people talking about
poverty," he said. "One of
the things that happens is
that if we focus on poverty
and kids coming out of
poverty, we really feel
sorry for them and provide
them with convenient
excuses versus demanding
excellence. Oftentimes we
should treat the classroom
situation the way we treat
the sports situation - pro-
vide a little more coach-
ing. In the classroom the
tendency is to label versus
demand more. On the ath-
letic field the tendency is
to demand more."

McKissick skipped third
grade and was promoted to
fourth grade at McBeth
School with Mamie
Rochelle as his teacher.
This jump ahead would
later have a bearing on the
road he took becoming a
West Point cadet.

McKissick entered Sims
High School in seventh
grade, the last year of the
high school's existence
before the older children
were integrated into Union
High. In the ninth grade,
coach, teacher and admin-
istrator Paul Glenn became
a great influence. Glenn
was also an athletic offi-
cial, and he carried stu-
dents with him to games
so they could see college
campuses.

"Every time he went to
call a ball game he had a
carload of boys,"
McKissick said. "That got
us on college campuses as
teenagers. I had been all
over North and South
Carolina on college cam-
puses because of Coach
Glenn. This exposed us to
opportunities for education
greater than where we
were. Basically it created
the expectation that we
were going to college."

From an academic
standpoint, McKissick said
he was not the best stu-
dent, but he did well on
standardized tests.

"Standardized tests have
a dual edge - oftentimes it
is very easy to state
African American and
Hispanic kids don't do
well on standardized
tests," he said. "I think it's
more than that. It becomes
a situation that is biased to
address superficial issues
of race versus plainly stat-
ing that no child with poor
reading or poor math skills
will do well on standard-
ized tests.  In my case I
had exceptional writing
and math skills but didn't
apply myself as I should
have in class, but it came
out on standardized tests.

His standardized test
scores brought him to the
attention of his guidance
counselor, Camille
Stribling.

"Somewhere along the
way she made the decision

I was going to West
Point," McKissick said.

One requirement for
admission to West Point
was a congressional nomi-
nation. Many local leaders,
black and white, worked
together to make sure
McKissick got this. He
remembers his minister,
the Rev. Richard Sadler at
Corinth Baptist Church
taking him to see Dr.
Hayne Rivers, the pastor
of one of Union's largest
white churches. Rivers
was the father of one of
McKissick's classmates,
Bobby Rivers.

“Ministers got together
based on faith and made
an investment in a boy,"
McKissick said.

Union Mayor Bill
Stribling - Camille's hus-
band - and Rep. Tom
Gettys of Rock Hill
worked together to help
McKissick get the West
Point appointment. Gettys
was the uncle of one of
McKissick's classmates,
Thom White, now 16th
Circuit Family Court
judge. White and
McKissick have remained
close friends.

McKissick graduated
from high school on May
16, 1975. He was 16 years
old. On May 28 he
received a phone call from
West Point. He had been
accepted. He had 72 hours
to make up his mind.

"I had planned to go
play football at Johnson C.
Smith and go to med
school," McKissick said.
"But my mother told me
that I had to understand -
we didn't have any money
and West Point was going
to provide a scholarship
and monthly stipend. The
decision had been made."

That June 7 McKissick
turned 17. His great-grand-
mother Luvenia

McKissick, who had
helped raise him, died that
June 15 at the age of 91.
Her funeral was on June
19. On July 7 he reported
to West Point.

"It was probably the
most traumatic summer of
my life," he said.

West Point sent
McKissick a list of physi-
cal requirements he had to
meet including how many
miles a day he would have
to run. Someone in author-
ity would have to sign the
paper saying McKissick
was physically fit to take
on the strenuous condition-
ing at the military college.
He showed the list to
Coach Glenn. Glenn called
Coach Mickey Gist, a P.E.
and science teacher, to
help. Gist said every
morning he was knocking
on McKissick's door at
5:30.

"Isaac had always been
a good student but he
needed some work physi-
cal wise," Gist said. "This
went on for six or seven
months. Now, he is doing
the same thing Coach
Glenn and I did for him.
That's what it is all about.
He is doing for others
what we did for him. That
is my reward.  A lot of
people mentored Isaac. We
were two of them. I am so
happy he got the job at
Spartanburg Community
College in Union. He
understands and knows
what kids need."

As he arrived on campus
at West Point, McKissick
quickly decided the United
States Military Academy
was not for him. During an
early meeting in
Eisenhower Auditorium.
The Commandant of
Cadets told the new fresh-
men to look to their left
and look to their right. He
said that in June of 1979

when the class graduated,
one of the people they
were looking at would not
be there. It was incentive
not to be the one, but still
McKissick wanted to
leave.

"I smoked up a phone
booth - crying and sweat-
ing," he said. "I told Mama
I was coming home. She
decided it would be in my
best interest to stay where
I was. She pretty much
said I wasn't welcome at
home any more. She said,
'I've got a whole lot of
things going on here. You
stay where you're at.'"

The constant pressure,
coupled with very little
food, got to McKissick.

"It was a life change
more so than anything
else," he said. "They called
it 'Beast Barracks,' the
summer training for new
cadets. But by December
or January I figured I was
going to stay."

It was the first time as a
student McKissick had to
apply himself academical-
ly.

"I quickly learned that
when smart meets competi-
tion; only those who work
hard survive," he said. "It's
easy to be a big fish in a
small pond. But in a situa-
tion in a highly selective
college, you have to go to
work. The best students
from all over the country
were there. I think 1,432 of
us started out. We graduat-
ed a little over 900."

He said the his class-
mates' parents made a big
difference in the life of
cadets like him from small
towns.

"It became the beginning
of lifelong relationships,"
he said. "My classmates'
parents took folks in. You
learned to get along togeth-
er. You learned to work
together."

West Point challenged
him and instilled the values
of Duty, Honor and
Country, McKissick said. It
broadened his perspective
of what he could do.

After graduation,
McKissick became an
infantry officer and platoon
leader in the 101st
Airborne.

After six years in the
military McKissick went to
work at General Dynamics
in Detroit on the M-1
Abrams tank.

McKissick felt the need
to do something to show
young people in his home-
town that there were career
opportunities for them that
they might feel were out of
their grasp. Around 15
years ago he began organ-
izing a career fair and hav-
ing speakers from various
careers visit classrooms in
Union County Schools. He
said the idea for this was
born one November when
he was invited to be
Veterans Day speaker and
ran into old acquaintances.

"We wanted to let folks
know what they could do,"
he said. "A lot of times
being from a small town,
you limit yourself. The
intent was to let them
know what was possible -
creating aspirations
through exposure."

Debra Clayton, now an
IT support specialist at
BMW, has been
McKissick's friend since
they were 5 years old.  She
speaks each year to stu-
dents at the opportunity
fair. She said all through
the years, McKissick has
been a soft-spoken person
pursuing better.

"He is a gentleman
whose main goal is to
bring young people up - to
help them and bring them
up and for them to get the
best opportunities available

to them," she said.
No matter where he was

living, McKissick never
forgot Union and its peo-
ple, Clayton said.

"He has been a mentor
to my son and so many
other young men who
graduated from Union
High," she said.

Billy Murphy of Union,
who now works as a senior
manaager with General
Electric Global Operations
in Cinncinnati, said
McKissick has been a big
brother to him since they
met in 1996 after Murphy
graduated from
Presbyterian College.
Murphy said he came back
to Union that summer and
was unsure of what his
next step should be.
Murphy said he had always
wanted to go to Duke
University and McKissick
gave him the incentive to
go there and get his
Master's in Business
Administration.

"The seed was already in
my head and he watered
it," Murphy said.

Murphy said he had a
great childhood with a lot
of encouragement from his
mother and stepfather,
Dianne and George Tyner.
McKissick helped him in
his career.

"Isaac gave me a lot of
encouragement and moti-
vation to navigate corpo-
rate America," Murphy
said.

Murphy also speaks
annually at the Opportunity
Fair. He said McKissick
has shown him it's not
about him.

"It's about the future
generation and how you
can help them- make the
future better for them," he
said.

McKissick came home
in 2008 and became
School Partnerships
Director for Spartanburg
District 7. He worked with
others to establish mentor-
ship programs in Union
and in Spartanburg.

"We were awarded a Full
Service Community
Schools Grant from the
U.S. Department of
Education to establish an
Early Learning Center and
I also founded the
AmeriCorps Program in
District 7, which provided
literacy tutors for elemen-
tary school students and
scholarship awards for the
volunteer tutors.

McKissick said his new
job at the Union Campus
of Spartanburg Community
College is the opportunity
of a lifetime at a place that
gives students life chang-
ing opportunities, including
Adult Education and
Welding, Advanced
Manufacturing/Mechatroni
cs certificates and degrees.

"It provides life chang-
ing opportunities," he said.

Isaac McKissick is shown in the Mechatronics
Department at Spartanburg Community College's Union
County Campus. (Anna Brown photo)

New Primary School second grade 1965-66. Mary Moore was the teacher. Isaac McKissick is the boy in the middle of
the back row. Students pictured include: (first row) Charles Edward Jeter, Raymond Moore, William Walton, Donald
Sims, Lonnie Hardy, Gary Walton, Mickey Rice, unknown and unknown. Second row: Unknown, Vanessa Rice,
Pernetta Rice, Brenda Starks, Abigail Thompson, Frances Lyles, Debra Falls, Rhonda Lawson, Sharon Jeter,
McKissick, Carolyn Gilliam, Gwen Garnett, Teresa Broadus, unknown, unknown, Sabrina Martin, Norma Jean - last
name unknown; Joyce Ann Savage, Thelma Hunter, Myrtle Walton, Rosetta Woodson and Rosa Harris.

McKissick
Continued from Page 1

SCC programs can change a person’s life, McKissick says
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