
Partnerships
The Center for Business and Entrepreneurial Development has a strong network of corporate and community 
partners ready to support and assist its resident clients.  Commitments from Spartanburg County Council and 
the Area Chamber of Commerce support the Center in providing each client with the individualized attention 
and assistance needed to grow their business and enhance their likelihood of success.
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SCC Tyger River Campus
Center for Business and  
Entrepreneurial   Development 

1875 East Main Street (Highway 290)
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Center For Business and 
Entrepreneurial Development

Business Solutions for Start-Up and Established Companies

“Collaboration is the key to business success.”
Bob Geolas

Executive Director, CU-ICAR

CLIENT: CU-ICAR:  Clemson University International Center for Automotive Research, a 250-acre “technopolis” 
in Greenville, S.C., focuses on automotive and motorsports research and education. Utilizing the Center, 
companies and entrepreneurs can take business innovations developed at CU-ICAR to the manufacturing 
phase and then to the marketplace.

CLIENT:  Jeffreys Manufacturing Solutions:  The 10,000 square foot Jeffreys 
Manufacturing Solutions Southeast regional showroom/technical center is 
used for turnkey projects and customer training.  OKK, who produces Jeffreys’ 
machining centers, and Jeffreys application engineers train SCC instructors on 
this state-of-the-art equipment.  Instructors provide training to SCC students 
and Jeffreys/OKK customers.

“This partnership...will result in Southeast manufacturers 
achieving accelerated market share gains in a global, 
competitive marketplace.”

Brooks Barwick
President, Jeffreys Manufacturing Solutions

Additional collaborative partners include: 
readySC•	 TM

S.C. Employment Security Commission•	
Service Corps of Retired Executives•	
Small Business Development Center•	

SC Launch•	
S.C. Department of Commerce •	
University of South Carolina Upstate•	
Clemson University’s Spiro Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership•	



SCC: Where business, industry and education meet
Established in June 2006 and strategically located near the I-85 corridor in Upstate South 
Carolina, the Center for Business & Entrepreneurial Development is on the Tyger River 
Campus of Spartanburg Community College on Highway 290 in Duncan, South Carolina. 

This 363,000 square foot multi-use facility located just 15 minutes from Spartanburg and 
less than 30 minutes from Greenville, is an invaluable tool for qualifying individuals and 
businesses to start up a new venture, jump start an expansion or relocation, beta test a 
new product line or train new or existing employees on new products or processes.  The versatility of the facility’s 
design and usage makes it the ideal location for the start up of a light manufacturing company, the expansion of a 
quality service provider, the relocation of a logistics firm or the employment and training of a firm’s workforce. 

In exchange for services provided through limited-time agreements, clients of the Center agree to locate their 
permanent facility in Spartanburg County.  The resulting benefits include an increase in jobs, revenues and product 
and process innovation for Spartanburg County, the Upstate region and the state of South Carolina.

 
Small Business Incubator provides space and basic office services without extensive 
overhead costs that assist entrepreneurs in the early start-up phase and existing businesses 
that need to re-tool or reorganize for greater success.  The mentor program, provided through 
the Spartanburg Area Chamber of Commerce, matches clients with experienced business 
owners who provide insight into overcoming challenges and improving an entrepreneur’s 
future success.  Through this program, companies have access to professional assistance 
including legal advice, accounting, credit management, financial planning, product 
development, market research and venture capitalists. 

CLIENT: Master Precision Global is a leader in the plastic injection molding 
industry. The company is committed to providing high value and cost effective 
solutions to all its customers. Their decision to expand in South Carolina is 
evidence that the state’s business-friendly climate is again working to grow 
businesses and create opportunities for more South Carolinians. 

CLIENT: Wetekam Monofilaments US Inc.  is a subsidiary of Dr. Karl Wetekam 
& Co. KG, a Germany-based producer of monofilaments and grass yarns.  
Opening in Spartanburg, S.C., to serve the North American markets, Wetekam 
produces technical monofilaments from polyester, polypropylene, polyethylene 
and polyamides.  Artificial grass yarns, their second major market, are produced 
in different colors, shapes, twisted or texturized, to fulfill customer requirements.

“Setting up at the SCC Tyger River Campus was a powerful step. The  
facility allowed us to get MP Global operations up and running efficiently, 
grow our business and train our workforce – all at the same time.”  

Bob Bronsink, Southeast Business Unit Manager
Master Precision Global

Services: Soft Landings assists established foreign or domestic companies start new operations in the U.S. 
and locate in Spartanburg County. The program provides coordinated contacts for services like cultural assistance, 
language translation services, entry assistance, immigration and visa assistance, government regulations, accounting, 
financial, legal, housing assistance, utilities and many other services. In addition, the program is designed to provide 
information and coordinated resources for companies to include training seminars, technical support, global trade 
information, market research, referrals, community relations and networking.
. 

CLIENT: Jankel Technical Systems is responsible for the manufacture, supply and support of Jankel 
Group products and technologies to the North American defense market. JTS began operating at the 
Center in 2008 and quickly grew in size and contracts before moving to their permanent facility in Duncan.

Workforce Employment Services are provided to companies operating in or relocating to Spartanburg County.  
Spartanburg Community College, in partnership with the South Carolina Employment Security Commission and 
readySCTM  provides office and training space to meet company needs. Services include media advertisement, on-site 
application process (including screening and pre-employment interviews), pre-employment training (with no cost to 
the company and no obligation for employees or employers), post-employment training in job-specific skills and more.

CLIENT: EchoStar  employs more than 1,300 in their Spartanburg facility and provides valuable service to 
satellite, IPTV, cable, terrestrial and consumer electronics markets worldwide by combining engineering, 
supply chain, manufacturing and service.  

“EchoStar was able to recruit and train new employees before our Upstate facility was completed.   
This seamless approach to the opening of a new facility guaranteed a smooth transition for new  
and existing EchoStar employees and our valued customers.” 

Ray White, Echostar

“The Center for Business & Entrepreneurial Development played a significant role in influencing our decision 
to locate in Spartanburg County.  Being new to the US market, our shareholders were naturally risk averse and 
wished to see the company minimize its financial exposure until there was confidence in the opportunity.  This 
enabled us to achieve these objectives and move forward. This model works!”  

Alec Mackenzie, Vice President – Chief Financial Officer, Jankel Technical Systems

Special Projects provides space that may be used for clients to beta test a new product 
line or manufacturing process, train existing or new employees or to support partnerships 
between business and industry and Spartanburg Community College.  Space is also available 
for temporary warehousing of inventory.

“SCC is offering an extremely valuable service to new businesses. For Wetekam 
Monofilament US Inc. the availability of warehouse space and office space is 
allowing the company to build up the market before starting production.  The use 
of the SCC Tyger River Campus facility allows our company to apply the limited 
resources into growing the sales and the market.” 

Michell Diaz, Senior Manager Sales and Marketing
Wetekam Monofilaments US Inc.  


